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Subject: Description and Rationale for Lottery Policy 

Description: The Lottery Admissions and Enrollment Policy for Albuquerque Aviation Academy ensures a
fair and transparent admissions process in compliance with New Mexico state laws. The school maintains
a non-discriminatory policy, welcoming students regardless of disability, gender, ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation, or academic standing. Each year, the administration determines the number of available
seats based on expected graduates and re-enrollment confirmations. The enrollment process begins in
January, with interested families required to complete a Lottery Application. If the number of applicants
exceeds available spaces, a randomized lottery is conducted using PowerSchool Enrollment. Students
who are not selected are placed on a waitlist in the order they were drawn.

Priority placement is given to certain groups before the lottery, including current students progressing to
the next grade, siblings of enrolled students, and children of staff members. The school publicly
announces lottery details, ensuring accessibility and transparency. Selected students are notified via
email and must confirm acceptance within three business days, or their spot may be offered to the next
student on the waitlist. 

Rationale: The rationale for creating a comprehensive Lottery Admissions and Enrollment Policy stems
from the need to consolidate and streamline previously dispersed enrollment guidelines into a single,
accessible document. Previously, enrollment policies were scattered across multiple sources, leading to
inconsistencies, confusion, and potential barriers for families seeking clear admission procedures. By
centralizing all enrollment-related information, the policy ensures transparency, fairness, and
compliance with New Mexico state laws while making the process more efficient for both administrators
and applicants.

A unified policy enhances clarity by outlining eligibility, priority placement, lottery execution, and
enrollment requirements in one place, reducing misunderstandings and ensuring equitable access to
admissions. It also supports operational efficiency by providing a standardized framework for decision-
making, minimizing errors, and facilitating communication with families. Additionally, this policy
reinforces the school’s commitment to a fair and inclusive admissions process while improving
accountability by establishing clear procedures for documentation, notification, and compliance.
Ultimately, the creation of this policy strengthens trust among stakeholders, fosters a more organized
enrollment process, and supports the school’s long-term growth and accessibility goals.

www.abqaviation.com+505-608-6441

6441 Ventana Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114



LOTTERY, ADMISSIONS, AND ENROLLMENT POLICY | APPROVED 2.21.2025 

 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AVIATION ACADEMY 

LOTTERY, ADMISSIONS, AND  

ENROLLMENT POLICY   
 

 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AVIATION ACADEMY LOTTERY, ADMISSIONS, AND ENROLLMENT POLICY 
 
Albuquerque Aviation Academy is a state-authorized public charter school in New Mexico and complies with all 
applicable laws regarding admissions. The school will not discriminate among applicants based on disability, 
gender, gender identity, ethnic or national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or academic standing. 
 
Each year the administration shall identify the maximum number of openings the school shall have for the 
following school year.  This shall be accomplished by identifying the number of graduates the school expects; 
querying students/parents on their intent to re- enroll for the following school year; and setting the maximum 
number of students who shall be admitted via the lottery process.  Parents who fail to respond to the query shall 
be deemed “not returning” and the student’s position shall be made available to a new student. 
 
Albuquerque Aviation Academy opens the enrollment process for the next school year in January. The enrollment 
process begins by completing the Lottery Application, available on the website.  

If the number of interested students exceeds available spaces, Albuquerque Aviation Academy will conduct a 
lottery for admissions. The lottery will be held solely for open spaces. If the number of applicants does not 
exceed the number of seats available, all applicants will be offered a seat.  

Notification and Public Access 

Before each lottery, the school will publicly announce the lottery date, location, and time via print, online, and 
other accessible media, as applicable. Instructions for entering the lottery will also be provided, and 
procedures will be clearly explained to attendees. 

Lottery Priority Placement 

Pursuant to the New Mexico Charter Schools Act enrollment preference shall be given to: 
 

1. Students who have been admitted to the charter school through an appropriate admission process and 
remain in attendance through subsequent grades.  

2. Siblings of students enrolled at the school and children of current staff members will receive “priority 
placement” for the following school year.  Priority placement shall occur prior to the lottery.  
 
"Siblings" includes students who reside together at least 50% of the time in a permanent or semi-
permanent arrangement, such as long-term foster care, or who are related by blood, marriage, or 
cohabitation. 
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3. Children of employees employed by the charter school.  

Lottery Execution 

Lottery entries are drawn randomly using PowerSchool Enrollment for the available spaces. Enrollment is 
granted in the order drawn until all spaces are filled and then students will be given a number and placement 
on the grade level’s waitlist. After the lottery is completed and all openings filled, additional students will be 
placed on a waitlist. Any expressions of interest received post-lottery will be added to the waitlist in the order 
they are received. 

All selected students will be notified via email initially. Families must respond within three (3) business days to 
confirm acceptance. If there is no response, the space may be offered to the next student on the waitlist. 

 
Enrollment Requirements 
 
Upon enrolling at the Albuquerque Aviation Academy, a student/parent must complete the registration process 
which includes presenting satisfactory evidence of age, evidence that they are in compliance with all 
immunization requirements under New Mexico State Statutes and Administrative Code, complete the Code of 
Conduct, the “Next Step Plan”, the federal program eligibility form, and sign and return the school’s acceptable 
use policy. 
 
 



Section J: Students 

 
J.01 Selection of Students 

 
Students will be selected to attend the SAMS Academy by lottery.  If more students apply to the school than 
the school has seats available, remaining students will be placed onto a waiting list. 
 
Siblings of students enrolled at the school will receive “priority placement” for the following school year.  
Priority placement shall occur prior to the lottery. 
 

J.02 Enrollment Requirements 
 
Upon enrolling at the SAMS Academy, a student/parent must present satisfactory evidence of age, evidence 
that they are in compliance with all immunization requirements under New Mexico State Statutes and 
Administrative Code, complete the Code of Conduct, the “Next Step Plan”, the federal program eligibility 
form, and sign and return the school’s acceptable use policy. 
 
Each year the administration shall identify the maximum number of openings the school shall have for the 
following school year.  This shall be accomplished by identifying the number of graduates the school expects; 
querying students/parents on their intent to re- enroll for the following school year; and setting the maximum 
number of students who shall be admitted via the lottery process.  Parents who fail to respond to the query 
shall be deemed “not returning” and the student’s position shall be made available to a new student. 
 

J.03 Student Attendance, Absence, and Excuses 
 
In accordance with State law, all children over the age of five (5) and students under the age of eighteen (18) 
and who have not yet graduated from high school are required to attend school unless they are officially 
excused.  Compliance is the responsibility of the parent. 
Daily  school  attendance  is  necessary  for  students  to  benefit  from  the  instructional program.  The 
school does recognize that there are situations that dictate a student’s absence.  However, students and their 
families must recognize that excessive absenteeism, regardless of the reason, will negatively affect the 
student’s achievement. 
 
The SAMS Academy Governing Council authorizes the administration to develop a strict attendance policy 
and procedures to follow that utilize all available means and resources within the community. 
 

 
 
J.04 Release of Students 

 
No class may be dismissed before the regular hour for dismissal except with the approval of the Head 
Administrator, or designee. 
 
Except in appropriate circumstances, custody of a student shall not be relinquished by school personnel to 
any person without the approval of the parent having legal custody. 
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