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New Mexico Proficiency Measures for Priority Standards 

Overview 

These proficiency measures were created by a cohort of New Mexico educators and the New Mexico Public 

Education Department (NMPED). 

In conjunction with other resources in the New Mexico Instructional Scope, these measures translate state 

standards into clear learning progressions that can be used by New Mexico educators, students, and parents to 

guide student learning, track progress, and determine precise next steps for growth. 

This document includes a copy of each proficiency measure for priority standards in grades 3–8 English language 

arts and mathematics, organized by subject area and standard. These proficiency measures also appear in the New 

Mexico Instructional Scope documents for ELA and mathematics. 

Structure of Proficiency Measures 

Each priority standard (as identified by NMPED) is accompanied by a proficiency measure designating progressive 

levels of performance relative to the expectations of the standard, arranged on a scale from 0.0 to 4.0. Content is 

articulated at levels 2.0, 3.0, and 4.0. Each of these levels includes one or more elements – statements articulating 

the knowledge or skill students must demonstrate to exhibit performance at that level. 

Level 3.0 represents target performance, the level at which students are deemed proficient in the standard or 

standards addressed by the scale. Level 2.0 encompasses simpler content, the foundational skills and knowledge 

required to progress toward target-level performance. Finally, level 4.0 includes more complex content and 

represents advanced performance, offering students the opportunity to extend their learning beyond the 

requirements of the standard by applying their knowledge and skill in novel or in-depth ways. 

Where educator teams deemed it instructionally appropriate and useful, certain clusters of standards were 

addressed together in a single proficiency measure. This occurred most frequently in mathematics, particularly in 

the earlier grades. Many clusters represent a progression of complexity across the group of standards, so the 

specific content of some individual standards is addressed only at the simpler (2.0) level of the proficiency measure. 

Because mastery of the target-level (3.0) content of a proficiency measure also implies mastery of the earlier levels, 

target-level proficiency for a measure encompassing multiple standards demonstrates mastery of each of the 

included standards, regardless of where the specific content of each standard appears on the measure. 
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Template of a Proficiency Measure 

[Standard code(s)] 

[Standard or cluster text] 

 

 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• [More complex example 1] 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• [Target statement 1] 
• [Target statement 2] 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• [vocabulary term 1], [vocabulary term 2], [vocabulary term 3] 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• [Foundation statement 1] 
• [Foundation statement 2] 
• [Foundation statement 3] 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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3rd Grade ELA 

RL.3.1 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 

answers. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze two different questions about the same literary text. Identify which one 
requires a higher level of critical thinking and explain what specific details in the text 
make that question more complex to answer. 

• Create a rubric or a checklist that defines what makes a question 'advanced' versus 
'basic' for this specific text. Use examples from the story to justify criteria.  

• Create questions that require text evidence to answer the question. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Ask questions about a literary text, referring explicitly to the text to shape questions. 
• Answer questions about a literary text, referring explicitly to the text to support 

answers. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• explicit, literary 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer questions such as - who, what, when, where, why, how. 
• Ask questions such as - who, what, when, where, why, how. 
• Listen to or read a text and identify and think about parts that are interesting or 

confusing.  
• Identify important details in the text. 
• Locate information that is related to a specific idea in a text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.3.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, identifying words that impact the meaning 

in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• In a given text, analyze how an author’s word choices (including figurative language) 
shape the meaning of the text, and explain their impact using evidence. 

• Interpret how different words or phrases (literal and nonliteral) affect meaning across 
texts or sections of a text and justify which choices are most effective.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 
• Distinguish literal language from nonliteral language. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• phrase, literal language, nonliteral language, distinguish 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify context clues (such as pictures on the same page or other words in the same 

sentence or paragraph) that might be helpful in figuring out the meaning of an unknown 
word.  

• Identify words or phrases whose literal meanings would not make sense or fit well 
within the context of the text. 

• Choose which sentence uses nonliteral language from two sentences that use the same 
phrase or word (for example, I have lost my mind uses a nonliteral meaning of the word 
lost, while I lost my car keys uses the literal meaning of lost).  

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.3.10 

By the end of grade 3, read and understand literature at the high end of the 2-3 text complexity band proficiently 

and independently for sustained periods of time. Connect prior knowledge and experiences to text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Refer to prior knowledge and experiences to make complex, in-depth inferences about 
character motivations, themes, or structural choices that are not explicitly stated in the 
text, and explain how this background knowledge contributed to these inferences. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Read and understand grade-level (Lexile 420-820) literary texts of different genres such 

as stories, dramas, poetry. 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Connect prior knowledge and experiences to text to help comprehend literature. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• literature/literary, genre, comprehend, independently 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer direct questions about a literary text that is within a lower complexity band 

(within the 420-820 range). 
• Distinguish between different genres (e.g., recognizing a poem vs. a story). 
• Read independently for a given period of time. 
• Recognize the need to reread, slow down, or look back at the text to monitor 

understanding of literary text. 
• Access prior knowledge or personal experiences related to a text with prompting. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.3.1 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 

answers. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze two different questions about the same informational text. Identify which one 
requires a higher level of critical thinking and explain what specific details in the text 
make that question more complex to answer. 

• Create a rubric or a checklist that defines what makes a question 'advanced' versus 
'basic' for this specific text. Use examples from the text to justify criteria.  

• Create questions that require text evidence to answer the question. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Ask questions about an informational text, referring explicitly to the text to shape 

questions. 
• Answer questions about an informational text, referring explicitly to the text to support 

answers. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• explicitly, conclusion, inference 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer questions such as - who, what, when, where, why, how. 
• Ask questions such as - who, what, when, where, why, how. 
• Listen to or read a text and identify and think about parts that are interesting or 

confusing.  
• Identify important details in the text. 
• Locate information that is related to a specific idea in a text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.3.4 

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 

topic or subject area. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth analysis of word 
meaning and author’s craft.  
For example, the student will: 

• Explain how context clues work together to support the meaning of academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in an informational text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Determine the meaning of academic and domain-specific words and phrases in an 
informational text using context clues. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• domain-specific, general academic, interpret, connotative  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify unfamiliar academic or domain-specific words or phrases in an informational 

text.  
• Use context clues in a text to determine the meaning of simpler unfamiliar words or 

phrases. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.3.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and 

technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Independently analyze and compare informational texts that have the same topic, citing 
specific textual evidence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Independently read from multiple disciplines such as history/social studies, science, and 

technical texts (Lexile levels 420-820). 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Connect prior knowledge and experiences to text to comprehend informational texts. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, proficient/proficiently, subgenre 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer direct questions about an informational text that is within a lower complexity 

band (within the 420-820 range). 
• Distinguish between different genres (e.g., historical vs. technical texts). 
• Read independently for a given period of time. 
• Recognize the need to reread, slow down, or look back at the text to monitor 

understanding of literary text. 
• Access prior knowledge or personal experiences related to a text with prompting. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.3.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Lead a discussion by asking thoughtful questions, encouraging others to participate, and 
helping the group stay focused on the topic.  

• Compare different viewpoints during a discussion, evaluate the strongest ideas, and 
explain how one’s thinking changed based on evidence and discussion with others.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Demonstrate preparedness for a discussion by referring to material read and knowledge 

gained about the topic beforehand. 
• Follow discussion rules by listening carefully, taking turns, and speaking respectfully. 
• Ask and answer relevant questions to better understand the discussion and stay on 

topic. 
• Explain ideas clearly and connect thinking to what others say. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• discuss, topic, clarify 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Read and think about the topic of a discussion ahead of time. 
• Explain ways to demonstrate respectful listening when others are speaking (for example, 

looking at the person speaking, nodding, leaning forward). 
• Take turns speaking during discussions. 
• Ask or answer questions during discussions. 
• Speak in complete sentences so others can understand my ideas. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 



 

11 

 

 

SL.3.4 

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 

details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Adapt speaking style, pace, and details to match audience and purpose. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Report on a topic, recount an experience, or tell a story with a logical sequence.  
• Support ideas with appropriate facts and vivid, descriptive vocabulary. 
• Speak clearly with an understandable pace, and use complete and coherent sentences. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• recount, report, relevant, descriptive, details 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Recall a topic, experience, or story by using transitional words and/or a graphic 

organizer. 
• Retell the characters, setting, conflict, and resolution of a story. 
• Add specific evidence and academic vocabulary to support my ideas. 
• Recount a topic by using facts and descriptive details. 
• Slow down, pause at natural breaks, and maintain volume so the audience can 

understand. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.3.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Write an opinion piece that acknowledges and addresses multiple viewpoints.  
• Revise and reorganize writing to improve clarity, structure, and impact.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• State an opinion and introduce the topic clearly so the reader knows what is being 

written about. 
• Provide at least two supporting reasons for an opinion. 
• Construct a concluding statement or section for an opinion piece.  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• editing, point of view, purpose, reasons/reasoning, revise 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Use clear sentence starters to introduce an opinion (e.g., “In my opinion” or “the best 

thing about…”). 
• Think of reasons and facts related to an opinion. 
• Use words like because, therefore, and since to link reasons and supporting facts to an 

opinion. 
• Arrange ideas so the opinion comes first, followed by supporting reasons connected by 

linking words. 
• Identify a concluding statement in an opinion piece. 
• Paraphrase or restate an opinion using different words. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.3.4 

With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task and purpose. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 
• Independently produce writing that is developed and appropriate to the task and purpose. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Produce writing that is properly organized, and appropriate for the assigned task and 

purpose with guidance and support. 
• Develop writing with ideas and details so it is appropriate to the task and purpose with 

guidance and support.  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• task, purpose 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Organize ideas in a logical order. 
• Identify details that could develop a piece of writing. 
• Identify possible purposes for a piece of writing. 
• Explain the task or prompt for an assigned piece of writing. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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4th Grade ELA 

RL.4.1 

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Compare multiple details and examples from the text to explain deeper meanings and 
draw complex inferences.  

• Analyze how specific details and examples support the author’s message, theme, or 
purpose, and justify thinking with evidence from the text.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Refer to details and examples from the text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly. 
• Use details and examples from the text to draw and support inferences. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• explicitly, conclusion, inference 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Demonstrate a basic understanding of the text by answering general questions about it. 
• Identify details and examples in a text. 
• Tell the difference between explicit details and inferences. 
• Identify a key detail to support simple inferences.  
• Use clues from the text and prior knowledge to make an inference. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

  



 

15 

 

RL.4.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant 

characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth analysis of word 
meaning and author’s craft. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain how figurative language and allusions deepen the meaning of a story. 
• Compare how different word choices would change the meaning or tone of a text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Determine and infer the meaning of words and phrases using context clues in a text. 
• Recognize and explain allusions to mythology and how they affect meaning.  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• phrase, tone, connotation, allusion, mythology 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify unknown words and phrases in a text. 
• Identify contextual information surrounding an unfamiliar word or phrase. 
• Tell when a phrase does not mean exactly what it says. 
• Recognize when a word or phrase refers to a myth or familiar characters. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.4.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze and compare complex texts that have the same theme or topic, citing specific 
evidence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Read and understand grade level (Lexile 740-1010) literary texts of different genres such 
as stories, dramas, and poetry. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• genre, independently, literary 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer direct questions about the text within a lower complexity band (within Lexile 

740-1010). 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Recognize the need to reread, slow down, or look back at the text to monitor 

understanding of literary text. 
• Distinguish between different genres (e.g., recognizing a poem vs. a story). 
• Connect prior knowledge and experiences to a literary text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.4.1 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Compare multiple details and examples from an informational text to draw complex 
inferences using evidence.  

• Analyze how details and examples in an informational text support conclusions and 
justify my thinking using evidence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Explain what the text says explicitly using details and examples from the text. 
• Draw and support inferences using details and examples from the text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• explicitly, conclusion, inference 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer questions about what the text says.  
• Identify details and examples in a text. 
• Find information that is stated directly in the text. 
• Explain the difference between explicit information and an inference.  
• Use clues from the text to make a simple inference.  
• Identify details that support an inference. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.4.4 

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 

topic or subject area. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth analysis of word 
meaning and author’s craft.  
For example, the student will: 

• Determine the meaning of academic and domain-specific words or phrases in an 
informational text and explain how multiple context clues work together to support 
meaning. 

• Analyze how word choice and context in an informational text affect meaning and justify 
thinking using evidence from the text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Determine the meaning of academic and domain-specific words and phrases in an 
informational text using context clues. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• domain-specific, general academic, interpret, context clues  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify unfamiliar academic or domain-specific words or phrases in an informational 

text.  
• Use context clues in a text to determine the meaning of simpler unfamiliar words or 

phrases. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.4.10 

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 

texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Independently analyze and compare complex informational texts that have the same 
topic, citing specific textual evidence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Independently read and comprehend grade-level (Lexile 740-1010) informational texts 
from multiple disciplines such as history/social studies, science, and technical texts. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, proficient/proficiently 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer direct questions about a text within a lower complexity band (within the 740-

1010 range). 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Recognize the need to reread, slow down, or look back at the text to monitor 

understanding of informational text. 
• Distinguish between different genres (e.g., historical vs. technical texts). 
• Connect prior knowledge and experiences to an informational text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.4.1 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Lead discussions by building on others’ ideas and helping the group stay focused on the 
topic. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Refer to previously read or studied material and other background information about 

the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
• Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
• Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light 

of the discussion. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• key ideas, topic, discussion, roles, clarify 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Gather information before a discussion by reading, studying, and thinking about the 

topic. 
• Identify the rules for a discussion and explain why they are important. 
• Identify and explain various roles in a discussion. 
• Restate or summarize what someone else said in a discussion. 
• Identify the overall topic of a discussion. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.4.4 

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and 

relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Adapt a presentation for a specific audience by intentionally adjusting organization, 
details, and pacing to improve relevance, clarity, and impact. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Report on a topic or text in an organized way using facts and details. 
• Tell a story or recount an experience in an organized way using descriptive details. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• formal discourse, informal discourse, main idea(s)/topic, recount, relevant evidence, 

observation, ideas, descriptive details 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
• Identify a main idea of a text. 
• List facts and details about a topic or text. 
• Identify a theme of a story or experience. 
• Put events from a story or experience in order. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

 

  



 

22 

 

W.4.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Strengthen opinion writing by anticipating and addressing opposing viewpoints.  
• Use more complex reasoning and detailed evidence to make an opinion more 

convincing. 
• Revise and reorganize writing to improve clarity, structure, and impact.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Introduce a topic or text and clearly state an opinion about it. 
• Provide logically grouped reasons for an opinion that are supported by facts and details. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• editing, point of view, purpose, reasons/reasoning, logical 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify and state opinions. 
• Identify reasons that support an opinion. 
• Identify facts and details that are related to a given reason for an opinion. 
• Group related ideas and reasons together. 
• Link opinions and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition). 
• Identify a concluding statement in an opinion piece. 
• Paraphrase or restate an opinion in a different way. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.4.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth analysis of word 
meaning and author’s craft.  
For example, the student will: 

• Adjust writing style, organization, and level of detail to match different tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

• Revise writing to improve clarity, coherence, development, and impact for a specific 
audience.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Produce clear and coherent writing with development and organization appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• audience, purpose, task, coherence, impact, style 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the task, purpose, and audience for a piece of writing. 
• Give examples of how different audiences, purposes, and tasks might call for different 

writing styles. 
• Group a given set of ideas and details in a logical way. 
• Describe the organization or structure of a piece of writing. 
• Identify whether a piece of writing includes clear development using details. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5th Grade ELA 

RL.5.1 

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

(conclusions) from the text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Compare several quotations from the text to determine which evidence best supports 
particular conclusions, analyses, or interpretations. 

• Quote accurately from multiple texts to compare and contrast how different authors 
express similar ideas or reach different conclusions/inferences on the same topic. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use accurate quotations from a text to explain what the text says explicitly. 
• Use accurate quotations from a text to draw and support conclusions or inferences 

about the text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• quote, inference, claim, conclusion, text evidence, explicit 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Find important details a text states clearly. 
• Accurately quote from a text. 
• Choose quotations that clearly match and support a particular explanation of a text. 
• Explain already known information that is related to the information in a text. 
• Use details, text clues, and background knowledge to make an inference about a text. 
• Choose quotations that clearly support particular claims, conclusions, and inferences 

about a text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.5.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as 

metaphors and similes. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze how an author’s use of figurative language creates and maintains a specific tone 
throughout the text. 

• Create metaphors and similes that fit a given tone, character, or setting, and explain the 
intended effect. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Interpret the meaning of figurative language, including similes and metaphors, within a 

literary text. 
• Determine the meaning of unknown words in context by questioning, making inferences 

about, and rereading a literary text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• figurative, simile, metaphor, phrase, tone, connotation 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify similes and metaphors using clue words (like or as) in a literary text. 
• Identify what two things are being compared in a simile or metaphor. 
• Determine if specific words are being used literally or figuratively in a literary text. 
• Use basic context clues to determine the literal meaning of words in a literary text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.5.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of 

the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Independently analyze and compare two complex texts that have the same theme or 
topic, citing specific textual evidence to support the analysis. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Read and understand grade level (Lexile 740-1010) literary texts of different genres such 
as stories, dramas, and poetry. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, genre, subgenre 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer direct questions about the text that is within a lower complexity band within the 

Lexile 740-1010 range. 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Recognize the need to reread, slow down, or look back at the text to monitor 

understanding of literary text.  
• Distinguish between different genres (e.g., recognizing a poem vs. a story). 
• Connect prior knowledge and experiences to a literary text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.5.1 

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 

text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Evaluate multiple quotes as evidence to explain which quotes best support an inference 
about a topic. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use accurate quotations from the text to explain what the text says explicitly. 
• Use accurate quotations from the text to make and support inferences about ideas 

presented. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• explicit/explicitly, inference, quotation 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Find important details the text states clearly. 
• Accurately quote from a text.  
• Choose quotations that clearly match and support a given explanation of a text. 
• Explain already known information that is related to the information in a text. 
• Use details, text clues, and background knowledge to make an inference about a text. 
• Choose quotations that clearly support claims, conclusions, and inferences about a text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.5.4 

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 

topic or subject area. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain how an author’s unique vocabulary choices affect the reader’s understanding of 
a topic. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Determine the meaning of academic and domain-specific words and phrases in an 
informational text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• domain, general academic, topic 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify common prefixes, suffixes, Greek/Latin roots, and base words within unfamiliar 

words. 
• Identify general academic vocabulary words like analyze, contrast, and summarize. 
• Use a reference tool such as a dictionary or glossary to verify the meaning of domain-

specific terms. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.5.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and 

technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Independently analyze and compare two complex texts that have the same topic, citing 
specific textual evidence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Independently read and comprehend grade-level (Lexile 740-1010) informational texts 
from multiple disciplines such as history/social studies, science, and technical texts. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, comprehend/comprehension, discipline 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Answer direct questions about a text that is within a lower complexity band (within the 

740-1010 range). 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Recognize the need to reread, slow down, or look back at the text to monitor 

understanding of informational text. 
• Distinguish between different genres and disciplines (e.g., historical vs. technical texts). 
• Connect prior knowledge and experiences to an informational text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.5.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Evaluate different viewpoints during discussions, use evidence to support thinking, and 
explain how the discussion changed or strengthened one’s understanding. 

• Take leadership in collaborative discussions by facilitating participation, resolving 
disagreements respectfully, and guiding the group toward a thoughtful conclusion. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Refer to material about the topic read or studied beforehand to contribute to the 

discussion. 
• Follow discussion rules and complete an assigned role responsibly.  
• Ask and answer questions that add to the discussion and connect to others’ ideas.  
• Summarize important ideas from the discussion and draw conclusions based on what 

was learned.  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• key ideas, topic 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Come to discussions prepared by reading about the text or topic.  
• Identify the rules for a discussion and explain why they are important. 
• Identify and explain various roles in a discussion. 
• Restate or summarize what someone else said in a discussion. 
• Identify the overall topic of a discussion. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.5.4 

Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Intentionally adjust organization, details, pacing, and speaking style based on the task, 
purpose, and audience to improve the effectiveness of a presentation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Report on a topic or text, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and 

relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes. 
• Present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and supporting ideas with appropriate 

facts and relevant, descriptive details. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• relevant evidence, observations, ideas, descriptive details, task, theme, logical sequence 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
• Put ideas about a topic or text in a logical order.  
• Identify facts and descriptive details related to a topic or text. 
• Clearly state an opinion. 
• Put ideas and reasons supporting an opinion in a logical order. 
• Identify facts and descriptive details that support an opinion. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.5.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Maintain an authoritative voice throughout an opinion piece written for a specific 
audience. 

• Select and rank reasons from least to most important as an organizational strategy to 
impact a target audience. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Introduce a topic and state a clear opinion or claim. 
• Support an opinion by providing logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts 

and information.  
• Write a concluding statement or section that relates to the opinion presented. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• point of view, purpose, reasons/reasoning 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Distinguish between fact and opinion. 
• Write a clear opinion statement on a given topic. 
• Generate at least 2-3 reasons that support an opinion. 
• Match each reason to a piece of evidence. 
• Link an opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, 

specifically, in addition, on the other hand).  
• Provide a brief concluding statement that is connected to my opinion on a given topic. 
• Identify other possible elements to include in a concluding section of an opinion piece 

(such as a call to action). 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 

  



 

33 

 

W.5.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Modify an existing piece of writing to fit a different purpose, task, or audience and 
explain how the changes made support the new intent of the piece. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Produce clear and coherent writing that incorporates details, reasons and events that 

are appropriate to the task or purpose (opinion, informative, narrative). 
• Organize writing logically using a structure that fits the writing type (opinion, 

informative, narrative). 
• Use a variety of words, sentences, and domain-specific vocabulary that match to the 

intended audience. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• audience, coherent, purpose, task 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the task type (opinion, informative, narrative) and describe its intended 

audience. 
• Distinguish how a piece of writing is organized for its intended purpose (opinion, 

informative, narrative). 
• Identify specific style choices in a piece of writing and describe how they are intended 

for a specific audience. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6th Grade ELA 

RL.6.1 

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Strengthen an analysis of a literary text by explaining how cited passages work together 
to develop an idea or theme. 

• Cite textual evidence from two different literary texts to compare how they treat similar 
themes, characters, or events. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what a literary text says explicitly. 
• Cite textual evidence to support an analysis of inferences drawn from a literary text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• explicit, inference, cite, analysis, textual evidence, text 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify what a text says explicitly. 
• Identify details in a text that relate to an idea or question. 
• Make simple inferences using clues from a text. 
• Locate evidence in a text that supports particular ideas or simple inferences. 
• Explain how a given piece of evidence supports a particular idea or simple inference. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.6.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Describe how alternative word choices could change meaning or tone.  
• Evaluate the author’s choice of specific words and how those choices affect the reader’s 

interpretation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine the meaning of figurative words or phrases as they are used in a text. 
• Determine the connotative meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 
• Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on the meaning and tone of a text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, text, tone, connotative meaning, figurative meaning, interpret, impact  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Use context clues to figure out the literal meaning of words and phrases in a text. 
• Distinguish between literal and figurative language. 
• Identify types of figurative language in a text (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, 

hyperbole).  
• Determine whether a word has a positive, negative, or neutral connotation. 
• Explain how a word’s connotation affects its meaning in a sentence. 
• Give examples of words that create a certain tone. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.6.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 

text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Proficiently read and comprehend above-grade-level literary texts. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Read a variety of grade-level literary texts independently, including stories, dramas, and 

poems. 
• Comprehend grade-level literary texts independently, including stories, drama, and 

poems. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, literary text, proficient/proficiently 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Independently read below-grade-level stories, dramas, and poems. 
• Comprehend below-grade-level stories, dramas, and poems. 
• Use reading strategies to figure out the meaning of difficult words, passages, and ideas 

in the text. 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Identify background knowledge and experiences that relate to a particular literary text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.6.1 

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain how pieces of evidence work together to support analysis of an informational 
text. 

• Cite textual evidence from two different informational texts to compare how they treat 
similar topics. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what an informational text says explicitly. 
• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of inferences drawn from an informational text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analysis, explicit/explicitly, inference, informational text, textual evidence 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify what a text says explicitly. 
• Identify details in a text that relate to an idea or question. 
• Make simple inferences using clues from a text. 
• Locate evidence in a text that supports explicit ideas or simple inferences. 
• Explain how a given piece of evidence supports a particular idea or simple inference. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.6.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze how an author’s word choice impacts the tone of an informational text. 
• Explain how figurative, connotative, and technical words and phrases are used together 

to deepen the reader’s understanding of an informational text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine the figurative meanings of words and phrases as used in an informational 

text. 
• Determine the connotative meanings of words and phrases as used in an informational 

text. 
• Determine the meaning of technical words as used in an informational text. 
• Analyze how word choice and variety impact the meaning of an informational text.  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, figurative, connotative, technical, positive connotation, negative connotation, 

neutral connotation, simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Use context clues to determine word meaning. 
• Identify figurative language in an informational text. 
• Identify words with positive and negative connotations. 
• Identify unfamiliar words in a text. 
• Explain how words impact meaning or tone in an informational text (e.g., how 

substituting one word for another would impact the meaning or tone of a text). 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.6.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Proficiently read and comprehend above-grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including 
but not limited to memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Read a variety of grade-level literary nonfiction texts independently, including but not 

limited to memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 
• Comprehend grade-level literary nonfiction texts independently, including but not 

limited to memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, informational text, proficient/proficiently, literary nonfiction, memoir, 

biography, essay, historical narrative, text 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Read below-grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including but not limited to memoirs, 
biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

• Comprehend below-grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including but not limited to 
memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

• Use reading strategies to determine the meaning of difficult words, passages, and ideas 
in literary nonfiction texts. 

• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Identify background knowledge and experiences that relate to a particular literary 

nonfiction text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.6.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on Grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Facilitate (lead) collegial discussion by refining roles, tracking progress toward goals, and 
ensuring equitable participation. 

• Explain how different perspectives contribute to the understanding of the topic, text, or 
issue under discussion. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Participate effectively in collaborative discussions with peers in one-on-one, small group, 

and teacher-led settings. 
• Refer to relevant textual evidence to support statements about the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
• Follow the rules for collaborative discussions and define individual roles as needed. 
• Build on others’ ideas by making clear connections to the topic, text, or issue. 
• Demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and 

paraphrasing. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• collaborative discussions, relevant, perspective, reflection, paraphrasing, text evidence, 

explicit/explicitly, key ideas 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify information or evidence from a text or source that relates directly to the 
discussion topic. 

• Identify the main ideas shared during a discussion. 
• Identify and explain the purpose of various individual roles in a discussion. 
• Restate a peer’s point in a simplified format. 
• Ask or answer simple, direct questions about the topic. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.6.1 

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Integrate different types of evidence (statistics, quotes, examples, expert opinions) 
strategically based on the specific claim being supported. 

• Use a variety of transitional phrases and clauses (e.g., "This evidence demonstrates," 
"Consequently," "In contrast to this perspective," "Furthermore") to clarify relationships 
between claims, reasons, and evidence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Introduce a clearly stated claim. 
• Support claim(s) with text evidence from credible sources. 
• Use words, phrases, or clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
• Maintain a formal style throughout the writing. 
• Provide a conclusion supporting the argument presented. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• argument, audiences, claims, reasons, relevant evidence, credible sources, clauses, 

formal style, informal style, concluding statement 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify potential claims about a topic. 
• Identify relevant evidence to support claims. 
• Match evidence to main ideas. 
• Explain why a piece of evidence supports a particular claim. 
• Sequence ideas logically. 
• Identify transition words to connect ideas. 
• Connect the conclusion to the claim. 
• Organize ideas into an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.6.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote 

or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic 

information for sources. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain which sources provide the most useful and relevant information for a particular 
research paper. 

• Synthesize relevant information (quotations and paraphrasing) from multiple credible 
print and digital sources. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Gather relevant information for a topic from multiple print and digital sources.  
• Assess the credibility and reliability of sources. 
• Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of sources while avoiding plagiarism. 
• Provide basic bibliographic information from various sources. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• credible, citation, source, evidence, bibliography, quote, plagiarism, paraphrase, digital 

source, print source, accuracy 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify relevant information in print or digital sources. 
• Distinguish between credible and non-credible sources. 
• Differentiate between quoting and paraphrasing. 
• Identify examples of plagiarism. 
• Accurately paraphrase information without plagiarizing. 
• Organize information using notes. 
• Cite information from a source. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.6.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Integrate and elaborate on evidence to develop written responses across a variety of 
tasks. 

• Make connections within and across texts to support conclusions. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use evidence from texts to support analysis (e.g., use quotes, facts, or data from the text 

to support claims). 
• Use evidence from texts to support reflection (e.g., connect ideas from the text to 

themes, experiences, perspectives, or real-world issues). 
• Use evidence from texts to support research (e.g., synthesize facts from various print 

and digital sources to answer a question or solve a problem).  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• evidence, literary text, informational text, analysis, reflection, research, claim, theme, 

cite  
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Select details from a text that relate to a particular topic or question. 
• Record information from a text in direct quotes or paraphrases. 
• Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information.  
• Identify the source of information as a literary or informational text. 
• Cite the source of drawn evidence. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7th Grade ELA 

RL.7.1 

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Cite textual evidence to support how the author develops the mood, characters, or 
other elements of fiction. 

• Cite textual evidence from two different literary texts to compare how they develop 
similar themes, characters, or conflicts, and explain why the authors made different 
choices. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Cite several (3-5) pieces of textual evidence to support an analysis of what a literary text 

says explicitly.  
• Cite several (3-5) pieces of textual evidence to support inferences drawn from a literary 

text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analysis, text evidence, explicit, inference, conclusion, author’s message, mood, 

indirect/direct characterization  
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify important details in a literary text. 
• Locate text evidence that relates to a particular question or topic. 
• Group pieces of text evidence related to the same idea or topic. 
• Make simple inferences using clues from a text. 
• Identify text evidence that supports a particular inference. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.7.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of s (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of 

a poem or section of a story or drama. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will:  

• Analyze how word choice and sound devices work together to shape meaning and tone. 
• Make connections between language choices and the author’s purpose or theme. 
• Evaluate how well an author’s language choices strengthen meaning and tone. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine the meaning of figurative words and phrases as they are used in a literary 

text. 
• Determine the meaning of connotative words and phrases as they are used in a literary 

text. 
• Analyze how rhymes and other repetitions of sound impact a section of a literary text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• figurative, literal, simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, denotation, connotation, 

meaning, tone, mood, rhyme, repetition, alliteration 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Use context clues to determine the literal meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases. 
• Distinguish between literal and figurative language. 
• Identify figurative language and explain its basic meaning. 
• Identify the connotation of words (positive, negative, neutral). 
• Explain how a specific word affects meaning or tone. 
• Identify sound devices such as rhyme, repetition, and alliteration. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.7.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 

text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Proficiently read and comprehend above-grade-level literary texts. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Independently read a variety of grade-level literary texts, including stories, dramas, and 

poems. 
• Independently comprehend grade-level literary texts, including stories, drama, and 

poems. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• comprehend, literature, drama, poem, text complexity 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Independently read below-grade-level stories, dramas, and poems. 
• Independently comprehend below-grade-level stories, dramas, and poems. 
• Use reading strategies to figure out the meaning of difficult words, passages, and ideas 

in a literary text. 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Identify background knowledge and experiences that relate to a particular literary text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.7.1 

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text. 

Proficiency Measure 

 
4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Cite textual evidence from two different informational texts to compare how they treat 
similar topics. 

• Explain how multiple pieces of evidence work together to support my analysis of an 
informational text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Cite several (3-5) pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what an informational 

text says explicitly. 
• Cite several (3-5) pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of inferences drawn 

from an informational text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analysis, explicit, inference, informational text, textual evidence 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify important details and ideas within an informational text. 
• Identify details in the text that relate to a particular idea or question. 
• Locate evidence in the text that supports particular simple inferences.  
• Identify accurate and inaccurate quotations from a text. 
• Make an inference from an informational text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.7.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain how the author’s use of specific connotative, figurative, or technical language 
builds a tone or meaning across multiple paragraphs. 

• Explain how various types of language influence the reader's understanding of an 
informational text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine the meaning of figurative language in an informational text. 
• Determine the meaning of connotative language in an informational text. 
• Determine the meaning of technical words and phrases as they are used in an 

informational text. 
• Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analyze, text, tone, connotative meaning, figurative meaning, positive connotation, 

negative connotation, neutral connotation, simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, 
allusion, analogy  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify figurative language in an informational text. 
• Identify connotative language in an informational text. 
• Determine if a given instance of connotative language is positive, negative, or neutral. 
• Distinguish between figurative, connotative, and technical language in an informational 

text. 
• Identify words and phrases that substantially contribute to the meaning or tone of a 

passage. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.7.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Proficiently read and comprehend above-grade-level literary nonfiction, including but 
not limited to memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Read grade-level literary nonfiction, including but not limited to memoirs, biographies, 

essays, and historical narratives proficiently. 
• Comprehend grade-level literary nonfiction, including but not limited to memoirs, 

biographies, essays, and historical narratives proficiently. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, informational text, proficient/proficiently, text 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Read below-grade-level literary nonfiction, including but not limited to memoirs, 

biographies, essays, and historical narratives.  
• Comprehend below-grade-level literary nonfiction, including but not limited to memoirs, 

biographies, essays, and historical narratives.  
• Use reading strategies to figure out the meaning of difficult words, passages, and ideas 

in literary nonfiction. 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Identify background knowledge and experiences that relate to a particular literary 

nonfiction text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.7.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Facilitate (lead) collegial discussion by refining roles, tracking progress toward goals, 
ensuring equitable participation, and referring participants to additional resources that 
could enhance their understanding of the topic. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Refer to relevant textual evidence gathered from reliable sources to support statements 

and questions about the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
• Follow rules for collaborative discussions with diverse peers, and define individual roles 

as needed. 
• Pose questions that elicit elaboration from participants. 
• Respond to others' questions or comments with relevant observations or ideas.  
• Explain how new information expressed by others did or did not modify their views on 

the topic, text, or issue. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• elicit, evidence, explicit/explicitly, relevant, observations, ideas, descriptive details, 

research, protocol, collegial, diverse 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify evidence related to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
• Refer to notes or annotations during discussion. 
• Use notes to generate questions. 
• Ask or answer questions about the topic using specific details. 
• Explain the purpose of various individual roles in a discussion. 
• Recognize others’ perspectives. 
• Respond to another person’s ideas using simple evidence or observation. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.7.1 

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Integrate diverse evidence types (statistics, expert quotes, personal examples, research 
findings, historical precedents) intentionally, explaining why each type of evidence is 
most persuasive for the specific claim. 

• Explain and respond effectively to opposing claims (counterclaims) using precise 
evidence and reasoning that strengthens their own position. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Introduce clear claims while acknowledging alternate or opposing claims. 
• Support claims with relevant evidence from credible sources to demonstrate 

understanding of the topic or text. 
• Connect relevant evidence to claims using logical reasoning. 
• Use words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion among claims, reasons, and evidence. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• argument, audience, bias, claims, alternate claims, opposing claims, logical reasoning, 

relevant evidence, credible sources, cohesion, formal style, informal style, concluding 
statement 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify a claim or potential claims about a particular topic. 
• Identify evidence related to the claim or potential claims. 
• Identify alternate or opposing claims. 
• Organize ideas in a logical order. 
• Explain how a particular piece of evidence supports a claim. 
• Use academic vocabulary appropriately. 
• Distinguish between credible and non-credible sources.  
• Connect the conclusion to the claim. 
• Maintain a formal style throughout the writing. 
• Organize ideas into an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 
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1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.7.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Synthesize relevant data and conclusions from multiple credible print and digital 
sources. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources using effective 

search terms.  
• Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
• Accurately quote or paraphrase information from multiple sources while avoiding 

plagiarism. 
• Follow the teacher-directed format style (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• relevant information, print source, digital source, search terms, credibility, accuracy, 

quote, paraphrase, data, conclusions, plagiarism, citation, format 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify relevant information in print or digital sources. 
• Use basic search terms to locate information online. 
• Describe characteristics of effective search terms. 
• Identify whether a print or digital source is relevant to a given topic. 
• Distinguish between credible and non-credible sources. 
• Differentiate between quoting and paraphrasing. 
• Copy a quote using quotation marks correctly.  
• Accurately paraphrase information from a source without plagiarizing. 
• Cite information from a source. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.7.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Evaluate the use of evidence in a piece of analysis, reflection, or research by another 
author. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use evidence from texts to support analysis (e.g., use quotes, facts, or data from the text 

to support claims). 
• Use evidence from texts to support reflection (e.g., connect ideas from the text to 

themes, experiences, perspectives, or real-world issues). 
• Use evidence from texts to support research (e.g., synthesize facts from various print 

and digital sources to answer a question or solve a problem). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• argument, claim, sound reasoning, sufficient, evidence, analysis, reflection, research, 

synthesis 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Select details from a text that relate to a particular topic or question. 
• Record information from a text in direct quotes or paraphrases. 
• Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information.  
• Identify the source of information as a literary or informational text. 
• Cite the source of drawn evidence. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8th Grade ELA 

RL.8.1 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain why the evidence chosen provides the strongest support for the analysis or 
inference.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what a literary text 

says explicitly. 
• Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of inferences drawn 

from a literary text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• cite, analysis, character, setting, plot, conflict, theme, explicit/explicitly, imply/implicit, 

inference, mood, text, textual evidence 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify more than one piece of textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text 
states explicitly. 

• Distinguish between stronger and weaker pieces of evidence. 
• Recognize when evidence does not clearly support an idea. 
• Identify multiple pieces of textual evidence that support a particular inference drawn 

from the text. 
• Identify textual evidence that supports an analysis of what a text states or implies about 

a character, setting, or other element of fiction. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to 

other texts. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Suggest alternative word choices that would create a different meaning or tone in a 
passage of literature, and explain why they would have this effect. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine figurative meanings of words and phrases in a literary text. 
• Determine connotative meanings of words and phrases in a literary text. 
• Analyze how specific word choices, including analogies or allusions to other texts, affect 

meaning and tone in a literary text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• figurative, literal, simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, denotation, connotation, 

meaning, tone, mood, analogy, allusion 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Use context clues to figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases. 
• Distinguish between literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases in context. 
• Given multiple options for each word or phrase, identify figurative and connotative 

meanings of words in a text. 
• Explain how a specific word or phrase affects the meaning or tone of a text. 
• Identify analogies or allusions in a text. 
• Determine the literal meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RL.8.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 

grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Proficiently read and comprehend above-grade-level literature (stories, dramas, poems, 
etc.). 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Fluently read grade-level literature (stories, dramas, poems, etc.). 
• Comprehend grade-level literature (stories, dramas, poems, etc.). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• comprehend, literature, drama, poem, fluency 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Independently read below-grade-level stories, dramas, and poems. 
• Independently comprehend below-grade-level stories, dramas, and poems. 
• Use reading strategies to figure out the meaning of difficult words, passages, and ideas 

in the text. 
• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Identify background knowledge and experiences that relate to a particular literary text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.8.1 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Compare the strength of the evidence used in two or more different informational texts 
to compare how well they address similar topics. 

• Explain why the text evidence selected was the strongest to support an analysis of what 
the informational text says explicitly or inferences drawn from the text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Cite textual evidence (3-5 pieces) that most strongly supports an analysis of what an 

informational text says explicitly. 
• Cite textual evidence (3-5 pieces) that most strongly supports inferences drawn from an 

informational text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• analysis, explicit/explicitly, inference, informational text, strong textual evidence 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Distinguish between explicit statements and inferences drawn from the text. 
• Find several (3-5) facts and details that are clearly stated in the text that relate to an 

idea or question. 
• Find several (3-5) facts and details that are inferred in the text that relate to an idea or 

question. 
• Describe characteristics of strong textual evidence. 
• Rank pieces of evidence from weakest to strongest in terms of how well they support a 

particular claim or idea. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 

allusions to other texts. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain how figurative, connotative, and technical language contribute to meaning, tone, 
and the reader’s understanding. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of an author’s word choice to shape tone and meaning. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine the meaning of figurative language used in an informational text. 
• Determine the meaning of connotative language used in an informational text. 
• Determine the meaning of technical language used in an informational text.   
• Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone in an informational 

text. 
• Analyze the impact of analogies or allusions on meaning and tone in an informational 

text. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will perform basic processes, and will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such 
as: 

• analogy, analyze, allusion, connotative, figurative, text, tone, positive connotation, 
negative connotation, neutral connotation, simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, 
analogy, idiom, irony 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify figurative language in an informational text. 
• Identify connotative language in an informational text. 
• Identify important technical words in an informational text. 
• Explain how a specific word affects the meaning or tone of a passage. 
• Determine the literal meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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RI.8.10 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the Grades 6-8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Proficiently read and comprehend above-grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including 
but not limited to memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Proficiently read grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including but not limited to 

memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 
• Comprehend grade-level literary nonfiction, including but not limited to memoirs, 

biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• independently, informational text, literary nonfiction, proficient/proficiently, memoir, 

biography, autobiography, essay, historical narrative 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Read below-grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including but not limited to memoirs, 
biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

• Comprehend below-grade-level literary nonfiction texts, including but not limited to 
memoirs, biographies, essays, and historical narratives. 

• Use reading strategies to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, passages, and 
ideas in literary nonfiction texts. 

• Read independently for an extended period of time. 
• Identify background knowledge and experiences that relate to a particular literary 

nonfiction text. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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SL.8.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on Grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas, and expressing their own clearly. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Facilitate collegial discussion by encouraging progress toward goals, modifying or 
reassigning roles as needed, and ensuring equitable and meaningful participation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Demonstrate thorough preparation for discussions by drawing on evidence from 

researched material to probe or reflect on ideas. 
• Follow the rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, tracking progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and defining individual roles as needed. 
• Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers. 
• Respond to others’ questions or comments with relevant evidence, observations, or 

ideas. 
• Explain how new evidence expressed by others did or did not modify their views on the 

topic, text, or issue. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• evidence, details, research, preparation, role, collegial, relevant 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify evidence related to the topic, text, or issue. 
• Refer to notes or annotations during discussion. 
• Use notes to generate questions. 
• Ask or answer detailed questions about the topic.  
• Recognize discussion rules and stay focused on the topic. 
• Acknowledge others’ perspectives.  
• Respond to another person’s ideas using simple evidence or observation.  
• Restate or paraphrase another person's opinion or idea. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.8.1 

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Refute counterclaims effectively using evidence and reasoning. 
• Use sophisticated transitions and sentence structure to show nuanced relationships 

between claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
• Write a conclusion that reinforces the argument as well as extends thinking through 

considering implications or a call to action. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Introduce claim(s), acknowledging alternate or opposing claims. 
• Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims. 
• Support claim(s) with relevant evidence from credible sources. 
• Use words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• audience, claim, cohesion, counterclaims, alternate claims, logical reasoning, relevant 

evidence, credible source, formal style, concluding statement, rebuttal, transition, 
academic vocabulary 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify a claim or potential claims related to a particular topic or idea. 
• Identify evidence related to the claim or potential claims. 
• Identify alternate or opposing claims. 
• Organize ideas in a logical order. 
• Explain how evidence supports a claim. 
• Use academic vocabulary appropriately. 
• Distinguish between credible and non-credible sources.  
• Connect the conclusion to claim(s). 
• Distinguish between formal and informal style. 
• Maintain a formal style throughout the writing. 
• Organize ideas into an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 
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1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Proficiency Measures 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Identify potential biases and perspectives in sources by examining the author's 
background, funding sources, publication venue, and stated or unstated assumptions. 

• Synthesize relevant information from multiple sources to strengthen analysis or 
research findings. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources using effective 

search terms. 
• Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
• Accurately quote or paraphrase information from multiple sources while avoiding 

plagiarism. 
• Follow a precise format for citations as directed by the teacher (MLA, APA, Chicago, 

etc.). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• credible, accurate, plagiarism, citation, paraphrase, bias, digital source, print source, 

search terms 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Use search tools to access information across print and digital sources. 
• Distinguish between credible and non-credible sources. 
• Differentiate between quoting and paraphrasing. 
• Copy a quote using quotation marks correctly.  
• Accurately paraphrase information from a source without plagiarizing. 
• Cite information from a source. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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W.8.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Identify discrepancies in information between various texts and investigate the causes of 
these discrepancies (for example, factual errors, different publication dates, differences 
in author perspective). Explain how these observations might affect a piece of analysis, 
reflection, or research based on these sources. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use evidence from texts to support analysis (e.g., use quotes, facts, or data from the text 

to support claims). 
• Use evidence from texts to support reflection (e.g., connect ideas from the text to 

themes, experiences, perspectives, or real-world issues). 
• Use evidence from texts to support research (e.g., synthesize facts from various print 

and digital sources to answer a question or solve a problem).  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• evidence, relevant, sufficient, literary text, informational text, analysis, reflection, 

research, cite, quote, paraphrase, synthesize 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Select details from a text that relate to a particular topic or question. 
• Record information from a text in direct quotes or paraphrases. 
• Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information.  
• Identify the source of information as a literary or informational text. 
• Cite the source of drawn evidence. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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3rd Grade Math 

3.OA.A.1, 3.OA.A.2, 3.OA.A.3, 3.OA.A.4 

Cluster: Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 3.OA.A.1, 3.OA.A.2, 3.OA.A.3, and 3.OA.A.4. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve complex or non-routine real-world problems involving multiplication and division, 
including unknown quantities, and justify the reasonableness of solutions. 

• Analyze and explain the relationships among multiplication, division, equations, models, and problem 
situations by comparing strategies and creating mathematical generalizations. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems in situations involving equal groups, 

arrays, and measurement quantities, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the 
unknown number to represent the problem. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• multiplication, division, equal groups, array, repeated addition, product, quotient, factor, groups of, 

shared equally, unknown equation, symbol, total 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Count by equal groups. 
• Skip count using 2s, 5s, 10s, and other factors. 
• Use repeated addition to model multiplication. 
• Identify and create equal groups. 
• Use arrays to represent numbers and groups. 
• Use drawings, manipulatives, and objects to model groups. 
• Interpret products of whole numbers as the total number of objects in equal groups (e.g., interpret 5 x 7 

as the total number of objects in 5 groups of 7 objects each). 
• Recognize multiplication facts within 100. 
• Determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication or division equation relating three whole 

numbers. 
• Understand that multiplication and division are related. 
• Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers as the number of objects in each share. 
• Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers as a number of shares. 
• Use number lines, counters, and pictures to represent problems. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 
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1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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3.OA.5, 3.OA.6 

Cluster: Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and division. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 3.OA.B.5 and 3.0A.B.6. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create original equations using two or more properties of multiplication, labeling each property at every 
step. 

• Analyze and critique a peer's strategy for solving a multiplication or division problem using mathematical 
reasoning. 

• Write an original word problem requiring an unknown factor, solving it using the relationship between 
multiplication and division and justifying why any division problem can always be rewritten as a missing 
factor multiplication problem, including which property supports the solution. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Choose and apply the appropriate property of operations (commutative, associative, or distributive) as a 

strategy to multiply and divide, representing it visually (such as with an array or area model). 
• Explain how a chosen property of multiplication makes a calculation easier or more efficient. 
• Rewrite any division problem as a missing factor equation (e.g., 32 ÷ 8 = ? becomes 8 × ? = 32). 
• Use a known multiplication fact to solve a related division problem. 
• Explain why a division problem can be solved by finding a missing factor, using a model, equation, or 

words, including what the unknown factor represents. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• commutative property, associative property, distributive property, decompose, factor, product, unknown 

factor, missing factor, equation, multiply / divide, dividend, divisor, quotient, fact family, inverse 
operations, related equation, array, equal groups 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Recall basic multiplication facts up to 10 × 10 and skip count to find a missing factor using smaller 

numbers. 
• Recognize that changing the order of two factors does not change the product and that a number can be 

broken into smaller parts to make multiplication easier (e.g., 3 × 4 = 4 × 3; 7 = 5 + 2). 
• Identify and name which property of multiplication is being used in a given equation or strategy. 
• Identify the unknown factor in a multiplication or division equation and recognize that a related 

multiplication and division equation always uses the same three numbers. 
• Identify all four equations in a fact family and match a division equation to its related multiplication 

equation (e.g., 4×8=32, 8×4=32, 32÷4=8, 32÷8=4). 
• Check a division answer by multiplying the quotient and divisor to verify it equals the dividend. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 
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1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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3.OA.B.7, 3.OA.B.8, 3.OA.B.9 

Cluster: Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns in arithmetic. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 3.OA.B.7, 3.OA.B.8, and 3.OA.B.9. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve multi-step real-world problems that involve both arithmetic patterns and problem-
solving strategies, then justify the reasonableness of solutions using mental math, estimation, or 
pattern-based reasoning. 

• Generalize arithmetic patterns and explain why they work using properties of operations, then apply 
those generalizations to predict, extend, or solve unfamiliar problems. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve complex two-step word problems using any combination of the four operations (+, −, ×, ÷) and 

write representative equations using a letter (variable) for the unknown quantity. 
• Check and justify the reasonableness of answers using mental math, estimation strategies, and rounding. 
• Locate and describe arithmetic patterns within addition and multiplication tables (including multiples 

and even/odd behaviors). 
• Explain why arithmetic patterns occur by explicitly connecting them to the properties of operations 

(commutative, associative, and distributive properties). 

 
2.5 

No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• operation, equation, unknown quantity/variable, reasonableness, estimation, rounding, mental 

computation, pattern, arithmetic pattern, addition/multiplication tables, property (commutative, 
associative, distributive), even/odd, multiple, factor, product, quotient 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Fluently multiply and divide within 100. 
• Solve one-step word problems across all four operations using arrays, drawings, or equal groups.  
• Solve supported two-step word problems with visual models. 
• Represent math situations using equations with a symbol or letter for the unknown quantity. 
• Use rounding and place value to estimate math answers within 100.  
• Identify and extend simple number patterns (like skip counting) in the rows and columns of addition or 

multiplication tables. 
• Use models or repeated addition to show why a basic pattern holds true (e.g., using a drawing to show 

why multiplying by 4 makes a number even). 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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3.NF.A.1, 3.NF.A.2, 3.NF.A.3 

Cluster: Develop understanding of fractions as numbers. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 3.NF.A 1, 3.NF.A.2, and 3.NF.A.3. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve real-world problems that extend fraction concepts beyond a single whole (fractions 
greater than 1), switching fluently between visual area models, fraction strips, and custom-designed 
number lines to justify equivalence and ordering. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Recognize and generate simple equivalent fractions (e.g., 1/2 = 2/4) using visual models and number 

lines, and express whole numbers as fractions (e.g., 3 = 3/1 or 4/4 = 1). 
• Compare two fractions with the same numerator or the same denominator by reasoning about their 

size, recording comparisons using symbols >, <, or =. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• fraction, unit fraction, numerator, denominator, whole, partition, equal parts, number line, equivalent 

fractions, greater than (>), less than (<), equal to (=) 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Understand that fractions represent equal-sized parts of a whole. 
• Identify the numerator as the count of equal parts and the denominator as the total number of equal 

parts in a whole. 
• Recognize that fractions on a number line represent distance from 0. 
• Count equal parts on a number line to determine the denominator. 
• Locate and label given fractions on number lines. 
• Represent fractions using visual models such as fraction bars, area models, and number lines. 
• Explain that comparisons are valid only when fractions refer to the same whole. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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4th Grade Math 

4.OA.A.1, 4.OA.A.2, 4.OA.A.3 

Cluster: Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve problems. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 4.OA.A.1, 4.OA.A.2, and 4.OA.A.3. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Write, solve, and compare multiplicative and multi-step word problems using appropriate operations, 
equations, and mathematical reasoning, including situations involving remainders. 

• Analyze, and justify mathematical strategies and solutions by explaining operation choices, comparing 
estimation methods, evaluating equations, and identifying errors in reasoning. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use equations with symbols or letters representing unknown numbers to solve multi-step word 

problems using all four operations. 
• Interpret remainders in context and evaluate the reasonableness of answers using estimation, rounding, 

and mental computation. 
• Explain solutions step-by-step, identifying the operations used and justifying why they were chosen. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• multiplicative comparison, factor, product, quotient, equation, unknown number, remainder, estimate, 

rounding, additive comparison  
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Interpret multiplication equations as multiplicative comparisons and represent verbal multiplicative 
comparisons with equations. 

• Describe and apply properties of multiplication (associative, commutative, and distributive) and explain 
the relationship between multiplication and division. 

• Use equations with unknowns and multiplication/division relationships to find missing numbers in 
problems. 

• Identify and distinguish multiplicative and additive comparisons by analyzing language and phrases in 
word problems. 

• Solve word problems involving multiplicative comparisons using multiplication, division, drawings, and 
equations. 

• Solve one-step word problems using the four operations, including interpreting and completing models 
and representations. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 



 

85 

 

 

  

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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4.NF.A.1, 4.NF.A.2 

Cluster: Extend understanding of fraction equivalence and ordering. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 4.NF.A.1 and 4.NF.A.2. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve multi-step real-world problems requiring the ordering of more than two fractions with 
unlike denominators. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Compare two fractions with different numerators and different denominators (such as by creating 

common denominators/numerators or by comparing them to a benchmark fraction such as 1/2), 
recording the results with >, <, or = symbols. 

• Demonstrate fraction equivalence or non-equivalence using visual fraction models such as area models 
or number lines. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• equivalent fractions, numerator, denominator, fraction, common denominator, common numerator, 

benchmark fraction, compare, greater than (>), less than (<), equal to (=), visual fraction model, number 
line, whole, partition, simplify 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Recognize and identify simple equivalent fractions (e.g., 1/2 = 2/4) using a visual model. 
• Recognize that multiplying the numerator and denominator by the same number does not change the 

fraction's value: (𝑎/𝑏) = (𝑛 × 𝑎)/(𝑛 𝑥 𝑏). 
• Generate a single equivalent fraction for a given fraction using multiplication. 
• Compare two fractions with the same denominator by reasoning about the number of parts. 
• Compare two fractions with the same numerator by reasoning about the size of parts. 
• Represent and locate fractions on a number line. 
• Recognize that two fractions must refer to the same whole to be validly compared. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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4.NF.C 5, 4.NF.C.6, 4.NF.C.7 

Cluster: Understand decimal notation for fractions, and compare decimal fractions. 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 4.NF.C 5, 4.NF.C.6, and 4.NF.C.7. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Formulate, model, and solve multi-step real-world problems that seamlessly combine decimal fraction 
operations, financial literacy, and multi-unit measurements, extending conversions to more complex 
denominators (e.g., thousandths). 

• Identify and explain errors in reasoning about decimal place value and equivalent fractions, and justify 
correct solutions using models, number lines, equations, and other mathematical representations. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Add two fractions with respective denominators of 10 and 100. 
• Use decimal notation to express fractions with denominators of 10 or 100 and represent equivalent 

fractions and decimals accurately using models, measurements, grids, and number lines. 
• Compare and explain decimals to the hundredths place using place value, the symbols >, <, and =, and 

recognize that comparisons are valid only when referring to the same whole. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• numerator, denominator, equivalent fraction, decimal, decimal point, tenths, hundredths, place value, 

greater than (>), less than (<), equal (=) 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Add two fractions with denominators of 10. 
• Add two fractions with denominators of 100. 
• Express fractions with denominators of 10 as equivalent fractions with denominators of 100. 
• Identify equivalent fractions with denominators of 10 and 100. 
• Read, write, and identify place value in decimals to the hundredths place. 
• Match decimal models to equivalent fractions. 
• Use visual models and number lines to represent and locate tenths and hundredths. 
• Compare decimals to the tenths place. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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4.NBT.A.1, 4.NBT.A.2, 4.NBT.A.3 

Cluster: Generalize place value understanding for multidigit whole numbers. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 4.NBT.A.1, 4.NBT.A.2, and 4.NBT.A.3. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Apply place value understanding and rounding strategies to solve real-world estimation and problem-
solving tasks, explaining why a particular level of precision or rounding is most appropriate for the 
situation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Compare two multi-digit numbers based on meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, and < 

symbols to record the results of comparisons. 
• Round multi-digit whole numbers to any place value. 
• Use place value understanding to explain why a number rounds to a given value. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• multi-digit, base-ten, standard form, word form, expanded form, compare, greater than, equal to, less 

than, place, place value, value, ones, tens, hundreds, thousands, ten thousands, hundred thousands, 
millions, rounding, estimate, nearest, number line, benchmark number 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the value of digits in multi-digit whole numbers (including ones, tens, hundreds, and thousands 

places). 
• Read and write whole numbers using standard form, word form, and expanded form. 
• Compose numbers from expanded form or word form, and decompose numbers into expanded form 

using place value understanding. 
• Identify which digit has the greatest value in a number and explain that a digit in one place represents 10 

times the value of the place to its right. 
• Locate numbers on a number line, and identify benchmark numbers when rounding (e.g., nearest ten, 

hundred, thousand). 
• Determine which two multiples a number falls between when rounding, and identify the digit in the 

rounding place and the digit to its right. 
• Use place value charts, base-ten blocks, number lines, models, or drawings to represent numbers and 

support rounding. 
• Use place value understanding to determine whether a number should round up or round down. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5th Grade Math 

5.NF.A.1, 5.NF.A.2 

Cluster: Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract fractions. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.NF.A.1 and 5.NF.A.2. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Design complex, multi-step real-world problems involving fractions and mixed numbers with unlike 
denominators, providing complete mathematical models and defending the solutions using advanced 
estimation strategies. 

• Analyze and compare different approaches to solving fraction problems, identify errors in reasoning, and 
justify the most accurate solution using multiple mathematical strategies (e.g., benchmark fractions and 
lowest common denominators). 

3.5 
In addition to score 3.0 performance, demonstrates in-depth understanding with minor errors in complex or 
multi-step reasoning.  

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions and mixed numbers referring to the 

same whole, including cases of unlike denominators. 
• Represent fraction addition and subtraction problems using equations and visual models such as number 

lines, tape diagrams, and fraction strips. 
• Use benchmark fractions and number sense to estimate mentally and assess the reasonableness of 

answers, explaining and justifying the strategies used. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial understanding of 3.0 content.  

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• numerator, denominator, fraction, equivalent fraction, mixed number, improper fraction, proper fraction, 

benchmark fraction, least common denominator/common denominator, sum, difference, fraction strip, 
tape diagram, number line, unit fraction  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Generate equivalent fractions with common denominators for a set of mixed numbers with unlike 

denominators. 
• Identify and represent fractions using models and numbers. 
• Generate equivalent fractions using multiplication or division. 
• Find common denominators for simple fractions. 
• Add and subtract fractions with like denominators. 
• Convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions. 
• Identify fractions that are closest to 0, 1/2, or 1. 
• Recognize that the number 1 can be represented as a fraction with the same numerator and 

denominator. 
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1.5 Partial knowledge of 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content: 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content: 

0.0 Even with help, no success in recognizing or using grouping symbols in expressions. 
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5.NF.B.3, 5.NF.B.4, 5.NF.B.5, 5.NF.B.6, 5.NF.B.7 

Cluster: Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.NF.B.3, 5.NF.B.4, 5.NF.B.5, 5.NF.B.6, and 5.NF.B.7 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve an original multi-step real world problem combining fraction multiplication and 
division, generalize the scaling principle to explain why multiplying by a fraction less than 1 always 
produces a smaller product and connect this to why dividing by a unit fraction produces a larger 
quotient, prove that tiling and multiplying fractional side lengths always produce the same area, and 
analyze and critique a peer's visual model or equation by identifying any error and justifying the 
correction using precise mathematical reasoning. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve and interpret real-world word problems involving fraction multiplication (including mixed 

numbers), fraction division (unit fractions divided by whole numbers or vice versa), and division of whole 
numbers resulting in fractions, representing them clearly using equations and visual fraction models. 

• Compare the size of a product to its factors without calculating, explaining mathematically how 
multiplying a given number by a fraction greater than 1, less than 1, or equivalent to 1 (n/n) affects the 
final product. 

• Determine the area of a rectangle with fractional side lengths by multiplying the dimensions and 
represent this area by constructing a tiled rectangular area model. 

• Justify and verify calculated division quotients by connecting them back to related multiplication 
equations based on their inverse operations. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• fraction, unit fraction, numerator, denominator, mixed number, improper fraction, product, factor, 

dividend, divisor, quotient, partition, equivalent fraction, scaling / resizing, visual fraction model, area 
model, number line, interpret, represent, inverse operations, reciprocal, reasonable, estimate 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Recognize that a fraction a/b can be rewritten as a division expression a ÷ b. 
• Perform isolated fraction multiplications, including multiplying a fraction by a whole number, a fraction 

by a fraction, and converting between mixed numbers and improper fractions. 
• Calculate basic unit fraction division problems in isolation (e.g., 1/3 ÷ 4 or 4 ÷ 1/5). 
• Match a given fraction multiplication or division equation to a pre-constructed visual fraction model, 

area model, or number line. 
• Identify whether a given fraction or multiplier is greater than 1, equal to 1, or less than 1, and recall how 

that affects the product size. 
• Estimate the product or quotient of a fraction problem using rounding or benchmark fractions before 

performing calculations. 
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1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.G.A.1, 5.G.A.2 

Cluster: Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and mathematical problems. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.G.A.1 and 5.G.A.2. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Interpret what coordinate values outside the first quadrant could represent in the context of a given 
real-world situation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real world and mathematical problems. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• coordinate plane, axes, x-axis, y-axis, origin, ordered pair, coordinates, x-coordinate, y-coordinate, 

quadrant, first quadrant, vertex 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Graph given points in the first quadrant of the coordinate plane. 
• Interpret coordinate values of points in the context of a given situation. 
• Explain what x- and y-coordinates represent in terms of distance from the origin. 
• Label the vertices (corners) of a geometric figure represented in the first quadrant of the coordinate 

plane with the correct coordinate values. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.G.A.3, 5.G.A.4 

Cluster: Classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on their properties. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.G.B.3 and 5.G.B.4. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Draw a set of figures in which each figure fits one level of a given hierarchical set of conditions. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Classify two-dimensional figures into hierarchical categories based on their properties. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• two-dimensional (2D), figure, category, subcategory, property / attribute, hierarchy 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Explain that attributes belonging to a category of two-dimensional figures also belong to all 

subcategories of that category (for example, all rectangles have four right angles and squares are 
rectangles, so all squares have four right angles). 

• Explain that some two-dimensional shapes can be classified into more than one category based on their 
attributes. 

• Identify common geometric figures including polygons, rhombi, rectangles, squares, triangles, 
quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, cubes, trapezoids, half/quarter circles, circles, and kites. 

• Identify key attributes (properties) of a given geometric figure. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.MD.A.1 

Convert among different-sized standard measurement units within a given measurement system (e.g., convert 5 cm 

to 0.05 m), and use these conversions in solving multi-step, real world problems. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze and explain measurement conversion errors in given solutions, identifying what went wrong and 
providing the correct process. 

• Design a multi-step problem scenario that models a real-world situation and requires at least two unit 
conversions to solve. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Use measurement unit conversions within the same measurement system to solve multistep, real-world 
problems. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• measurement, unit, convert/conversion, equivalent, length, mass, weight, capacity, volume, metric 

system, customary system, kilometer, meter, centimeter, milliliter, kilogram, gram, mile, yard, foot, inch, 
gallon, liter, quart, cup, pound, ounce, pint, fluid ounce 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the relative size of measurement units within the same measurement system (e.g., a meter is 

larger than a centimeter, a foot is smaller than a yard). 
• Identify the appropriate unit of measurement for a given real-world situation (e.g., measuring the length 

of a room in feet, not inches). 
• Use a conversion chart or reference tool to identify the exact conversion between two units in the same 

measurement system. 
• Recall the rule for converting units (i.e., larger to smaller → multiply; smaller to larger → divide). 
• Express measurement conversions as multiplication or division equations (e.g., 3 km = 3 x 1,000 = 3,000 

m or 5 cm ÷ 100 = 0.05 m). 
• Convert among different-sized standard measurement units within the same measurement system (e.g., 

convert kilometers to meters, pounds to ounces, liters to milliliters). 
• Interpret the relative size of two measurements expressed in different units within the same system 

(e.g., explain why 2.3 kg  is greater than 2,000 g or why 1.5 gallons is equal to 6 quarts). 
• Solve single-step real-world problems involving measurement conversions within the same system. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.MD.B.2 

Make a line plot to display a data set of measurements in fractions of a unit (1/2, 1/4, 1/8). Use operations on 

fractions for this grade to solve problems involving information presented in line plots. For example, given different 

measurements of liquid in identical beakers, find the amount of liquid each beaker would contain if the total 

amount in all the beakers were redistributed equally. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create an original real-world data collection scenario, collect fractional measurement data (1/2, 1/4, 
1/8), display it in a line plot, and write and solve multi-step problems using the data. 

• Analyze two different line plots with fractional data and compare the data sets, drawing and justifying 
conclusions about the distributions (e.g., which set has greater total or average). 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Make a line plot to display a data set of measurements in fractions of a unit (1/2, 1/4, 1/8). 
• Use operations on fractions to solve problems involving information presented in line plots (e.g., find the 

total, the difference between data points, or the average/redistributed amount). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• line plot, data set, data point, measurement, fraction, unit, half (1/2), fourth/quarter (1/4), eighth (1/8), 

numerator, denominator, equivalent fractions, scale, title, label, frequency, redistribute, equal shares 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify and interpret data displayed on a line plot with whole-number measurements. 
• Plot data points with fractional measurements (1/2, 1/4, 1/8) on a prepared line plot with a labeled 

scale. 
• Add and subtract fractions with like and unlike denominators (1/2, 1/4, 1/8). 
• Identify the fraction of a unit (1/2, 1/4, 1/8) represented on a number line or ruler. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.MD.C.3, 5.MD.C.4, 5.MD.C.5 

Cluster: Geometric measurement: understand concepts of volume. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.MD.C.3, 5.MD.C.4, and 5.MD.C.5. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Explain and justify multiple strategies for finding volume using formulas, decomposition, and unit cubes. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine volume of right rectangular prisms and other three-dimensional figures by packing them and 

counting unit cubes, relating this packing process directly to multiplication. 
• Solve real world problems applying the formulas V = l x w x h and V = b x h to find the volume of right 

rectangular prisms with whole-number dimensions representing three-factor multiplication expressions 
as volume models. 

• Understand and model that the volumes of separate prisms can be added together and calculate the 
total volume of a solid figure composed of two non-overlapping right rectangular prisms. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• volume, rectangular prism, prism, unit cube, cubic unit, length, width, height, base 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify three-dimensional figures and distinguish them from two-dimensional figures. 
• Explain that volume measures the amount of space inside a solid, three-dimensional figure. 
• Define a unit cube and explain that it represents one cubic unit. 
• Explain that a solid figure packed with unit cubes without gaps or overlaps has a measurable volume. 
• Count unit cubes to determine volume. 
• Partition rectangular prisms into layers, rows, and columns of unit cubes. 
• Count equal groups of cubes using repeated addition or multiplication. 
• Identify dimensions (length, width, height) of rectangular prisms. 
• Use models or drawings to represent rectangular prisms. 
• Recognize that combining two prisms adds their volumes. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.NBT.A.1, 5.NBT.A.2, 5.NBT.A.3, 5.NBT.A.4 

Cluster: Understand the place value system. 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.NBT.A.1, 5.NBT.A.2, 5.NBT.A.3, and 5.NBT.A.4. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Determine, use, and justify an appropriate level of rounding precision to solve real-world problems 
involving the comparison of decimal quantities (for example, round to hundredths of a second to 
determine the winner of a race; round to thousandths of a gram to compare the weight of two 
feathers).  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Compare two decimals to the thousandths place based on the value of the digits in each place, recording 

the results using >, <, and = symbols. 
• Round decimals to any place. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• digit, place value, decimal, decimal point, tenths, hundredths, thousandths, expanded form, standard 

form, word form, compare, round, estimate, power of 10, exponent, greater than, less than, equal to 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify the value of digits in whole numbers and decimals. 
• Recognize and use powers of 10 expressed as repeated multiplication. 
• Use whole-number exponents to denote powers of 10. 
• Read, write, and represent decimals through thousandths using standard form, word form, and 

expanded form. 
• Use place value charts, models, and number lines to represent whole numbers and decimals. 
• Identify how the value of a digit changes when it moves one place to the left or right. 
• Explain the shifting patterns of the decimal point and the number of zeros when multiplying or dividing 

by powers of 10. 
• Compare whole numbers using >, <, and =. 
• Round whole numbers to a specified place. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.NBT.B.5, 5.NBT.B.6, 5.NBT.B.7 

Cluster: Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.NBT.B.5, 5.NBT.B.6, and 5.NBT.B.7. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Formulate and solve complex multi-step real-world and mathematical problems involving multi-digit 
multiplication, division, and decimal operations, including writing original word problems with defined 
solution criteria. 

• Compare and evaluate the efficiency of different strategies (area models, partial quotients, and standard 
algorithms), analyze and correct errors in computation, create visual models and explanations to teach 
reasoning, and justify the reasonableness of solutions using estimation, rounding, and place value 
understanding. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm, applying place value 

understanding and properties of operations to ensure accuracy. 
• Find whole-number quotients with up to four-digit dividends and two-digit divisors using strategies and 

concrete models, explaining division reasoning through equations, rectangular arrays, or area models. 
• Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to the hundredths place accurately, utilizing concrete 

models, drawings, number lines, or area models to represent operations. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• product, factor, quotient, dividend, divisor, decimal, tenths, hundredths, place value, equation, area 

model, rectangular array, standard algorithm, remainder, sum, difference 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Multiply multi-digit numbers by a one-digit number using place value patterns and models such as area 
models or arrays. 

• Apply multiplication and division strategies, including understanding the relationship between 
multiplication and division and using facts fluently. 

• Perform division using counting strategies, repeated subtraction, partial quotients, place value 
reasoning, and represent division with equal groups or arrays. 

• Read, write, and identify place values in decimal numbers through the hundredths place. 
• Add, subtract, and multiply decimals using models and estimation to determine the reasonableness of 

answers. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.OA.A.1, 5.OA.A.2 

Cluster: Write and interpret numerical expressions. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 5.OA.A.1 and 5.OA.A.2. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve multi-step real-world problems involving nested grouping symbols (parentheses, 
brackets, and braces). 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Evaluate numerical expressions involving parentheses, brackets, and braces. 
• Write numerical expressions to represent given verbal descriptions, including the use of grouping 

symbols as needed. 
• Interpret numerical expressions without evaluating them. 

 
2.5 

No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• expression, evaluate, interpret, order of operations, parentheses ( ), brackets [ ], braces { }, term, addend, 

sum, difference, factor, product, dividend, divisor, quotient 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Follow the order of operations when evaluating expressions without grouping symbols. 
• Identify grouping symbols in numerical expressions. 
• Use the structure of expressions to identify what operation is happening first when grouping symbols are 

present. 
• Explain numerical expressions as groups of operations (e.g., a quantity being multiplied as a whole). 
• Explain how multiplication relates to repeated groups or scaling in structured expressions. 
• Match given numerical expressions to verbal descriptions when the order of operations is clearly 

identified. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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5.OA.B.3 

Generate two numerical patterns using two given rules. Identify apparent relationships between corresponding 

terms. Form ordered pairs consisting of corresponding terms from the two patterns and graph the ordered pairs on 

a coordinate plane. For example, given the rule “Add 3” and the starting number 0, and given the rule “Add 6” and 

the starting number 0, generate terms in the resulting sequences, and observe that the terms in one sequence are 

twice the corresponding terms in the other sequence. Explain informally why this is so. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Predict what would happen to the relationship between two numerical patterns if one rule changed in a 
given way, and test that prediction. 

• Justify why a relationship between two numerical patterns will always hold true for any term, using 
mathematical reasoning beyond a single example. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Generate terms for two numerical patterns using two different given rules, and plot corresponding terms 

from each pattern as ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. 
• Describe the relationship between two numerical patterns (e.g., one sequence is always twice the other). 
• Explain informally why an observed relationship between two numerical patterns exists. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• rule, sequence, term, numerical pattern, starting number, extend, ordered pair, x-coordinate, y-

coordinate, coordinate plane, x-axis, y-axis, origin, corresponding terms 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Given a rule and a starting value, extend a simple numerical pattern for at least five terms. 
• Identify what rule was used to make a given numerical pattern. 
• Label and identify the x-axis, y-axis, and origin on a coordinate plane. 
• Identify the x-value and the y-value in an ordered pair. 
• Locate and plot a single ordered pair on a coordinate plane. 
• Read and identify points already plotted on a coordinate plane. 
• Identify corresponding terms from two patterns when listed side by side. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6th Grade Math 

6.EE.A.1, 6.EE.A.2, 6.EE.A.3, 6.EE.A.4 

Cluster: Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 6.EE.A.1, 6.EE.A.2, 6.EE.A.3, and 6.EE.A.4. 

4.0 

In addition to scoring 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Predict and justify the behavior of equivalent vs. non-equivalent expressions when variables are replaced 
with unconventional values (e.g., zero, fractions, or extremely large numbers), explaining how the 
mathematical structure ensures the result remains the same.  

• Design a scenario from their own community, family traditions, or a global issue that involves an 
exponential pattern.  

o Write and solve the expression to represent this growth or change.  
• Using a visual model (such as area, volume, or a cultural pattern like weaving or tiling), explain how 

changing a single dimension affects the exponential growth in total size.  

3.5 In addition to scoring 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Write expressions 

o involving whole number exponents. 
o with numbers and with letters standing for numbers (recognize as variables). 
o include expressions that arise from formulas used in real-world problem. 

• Evaluate expressions 
o involving whole-number exponents. 
o at specific values of their variables. 
o using the order of operations. 

•  Identify when two expressions are equivalent 
o with substitution. 
o using the properties. 

• Generate equivalent expressions by applying the distributive, commutative, associative, and identity 
properties to expressions that include variables. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content, and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• equivalent, expression, variable, substitute, term, coefficient, constant, simplify, properties of operations, 

exponent, base, order of operations, Greatest Common Factor (GCF) 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Combine like terms to simplify an expression by grouping terms with the same variables and constants. 
• Identify the correct order of operations (PEMDAS/GEMA) when expressions contain parentheses and the 

four basic operations.  
• Translate verbal expressions into numerical expressions.  
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• Use mathematical terms such as 'equivalent,' 'simplify,' and 'property' correctly when explaining why 
two expressions name the same number. 

• Perform basic operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication) with non-negative rational numbers. 
• Recognize parts of an expression like numbers, variables, terms, constants and operation signs. 
• Recognize and label parts of an exponential expression (base and exponent). 
• Find the greatest common factor of two whole numbers.  

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content, but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6.EE.B.5, 6.EE.B.6, 6.EE.B.7, 6.NS.A.1 

Clusters: Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities. 

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by fractions. 

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 6.EE.B.5, 6.EE.B.6, 6.EE.B.7, and 6.NS.A.1. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve real-world problems involving equations.  
• Explain and defend my reasoning.  
• Compare multiple methods for solving (e.g., substitution, inverse operations, guess and check).  
• Determine whether solutions are reasonable and justify conclusions. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Write and solve one step addition equations (x + p= q) when x, p and q are nonnegative rational 

numbers. 
• Write and solve one step multiplication equations (px=q) form when x, p and q are nonnegative rational 

numbers. 
• Represent real-world problems by writing and solving equations of the form x + p = q and px = q, 

identifying the unknown quantity as a variable.  
o Explain what a variable represents in a particular situation or context. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• equation, variable, non-negative rational numbers, inverse operations 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Demonstrate fluency with adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing non-negative rational numbers 

(fractions and decimals) in isolation.  
• Identify the variable, constant, and solution in a one-step equation (e.g., in x + 4 = 10, x is the variable, 4 

is the constant, and 6 is the solution).  
• Determine if a given value for x makes a one-step equation true through substitution (e.g., Is 5 the 

solution for x + 10 = 15?).  
• Given an operation (e.g., addition), identify the inverse operation (subtraction) needed to isolate a 

variable. 
• Match phrases to operations (e.g., connecting verbal cues like 'split equally' to division or 'increased by' 

to addition) 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 



 

108 

 

 

  

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6.EE.B.8 

Write an inequality of the form x > c or x < c to represent a constraint or condition in a real-world or mathematical 

problem. Recognize that inequalities of the form x > c or x < c have infinitely many solutions; represent solutions of 

such inequalities on number line diagrams. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze real world constraints such as budgets, speed limits, and temperature ranges, and interpret 
solution sets to determine whether they are reasonable and valid within the given context. (e.g., 
explaining why a solution of x > 5 cannot include non-integers if the variable represents people). 

• Analyze how a real-world constraint alters the shading of a number line and explain why certain 
mathematically valid regions must be treated as broken points rather than a solid line (e.g., if x > 5 
represents people, justifying why 5.5 cannot be a solution despite being on the shaded arrow). 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Write an inequality in the form x > c, x ≥ c, x < c, or x ≤ c to represent a real-world constraint and graph 

the solution set on a number line. 
• Explain why an inequality has an infinite number of solutions and identify whether a specific value is a 

solution or not (e.g., explaining why 10 is a solution for x ≥ 10 but not for x > 10). 
• Graph inequalities on a number line, using correct notation. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• inequality, variable, infinite solutions, number line, strict vs non-strict inequalities 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Correctly interpret inequality symbols (>, ≥, <, ≤) and match them to verbal real-world phrasing from 

context (e.g., recognizing "maximum" or "no more than" means ≤, and "at least" or "minimum" means 
≥). 

• Recognize that a variable can represent a single missing number OR a wide range of values depending on 
the context and operational symbols used. 

• Correctly choose and place an open or closed circle on a number line based on whether the boundary 
value is included in the solution set. 

• Accurately draw a balanced number line diagram that properly orders 0, positive numbers, and negative 
numbers. 

• Use substitution to verify if a single provided value makes an inequality statement true or false.  

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 



 

110 

 

 

  

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6.EE.C.9 

Use variables to represent two quantities in a real-world problem that change in relationship to one another; write 

an equation to express one quantity, thought of as the dependent variable, in terms of the other quantity, thought 

of as the independent variable. Analyze the relationship between the dependent and independent variables using 

graphs and tables and relate these to the equation. For example, in a problem involving motion at constant speed, 

list and graph ordered pairs of distances and times, and write the equation d = 65t to represent the relationship 

between distance and time. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Evaluate flawed equations, graphs, or tables representing a given real-world problem and identify 
mistakes. Then, fix errors and use math to show why the corrected version fits the real-world story. 

• Analyze two different real-world situations involving independent and dependent variables and explain 
the relationship between the quantities in each situation.  Then write an equation for each situation, put 
them on the same graph or table, and explain why one changes faster or differently than the other. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Write an equation for a real-world problem where the dependent variable is expressed in terms of the 

independent variable. 
• Explain in context how the independent variable dictates the behavior of the dependent variable. 
• Analyze the relationship between the dependent and independent variables using graphs and tables. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• dependent variable, independent variable, quantity, input, output, coordinate pair  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Use variables to represent two quantities that change in relationship to each other. 
• Identify which variable is independent and which is dependent in a given table, graph, or simple 

equation. 
• Generate a table of values when given a specific rule or simple equation (e.g., given y = x + 3, fill in the 

missing y values). 
• Plot (x, y) coordinate pairs from a given table onto a coordinate grid. 
• Recognize that operational keywords like "per," "each," or "hourly" represent the unit rate between two 

quantities. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6.NS.C.5, 6.NS.C.6, 6.NS.C.7 

Cluster: Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 6.NS.C.5, 6.NS.C.6, and 6.NS.C.7. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Solve and explain real-world problems involving rational numbers on number lines and coordinate 
planes, justify relationships between points, compare locations, and create additional examples and 
representations. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Compare and order rational numbers using a number line, including positive and negative numbers. 
• Find and position pairs of integers and other rational numbers on a coordinate plane. 
• Represent given rational quantities, including absolute values, in real-world contexts and explain the 

meaning of 0 in each situation. 
• Interpret statements of order for rational numbers in real-world contexts. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• rational numbers, zero, absolute value 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Explain that opposite signs of a number indicate opposite places on a number line. 
• Explain that positive and negative numbers are used to describe amounts having opposite values. 
• Explain that the absolute value of a rational number is its distance from 0 on the number line. 
• Explain the reasoning that as a value of a negative rational number decreases its absolute value 

increases. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 



 

114 

 

6.NS.C.8 

Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane. 

Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances between points with the same first coordinate or 

the same second coordinate. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Draw polygons in the coordinate plane given coordinates for the vertices; use coordinates to find the 
length of a side joining points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

• Generalize how coordinates define geometric shapes on a plane, strategically calculate distances, 
analyze properties of the geometric shape, and justify solutions to multi-step mathematical problems 
(such as area). 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve real-world problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane. 
• Find the distance between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate using 

understanding of coordinates and absolute value. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• quadrant, origin, zero, ordered pair, rational number, x and y axis, coordinate plane, absolute value 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Determine in which quadrant a point lies. 
• Explain what the location of a point means in relation to the axes and origin. 
• Show where positive and negative numbers in an ordered pair appear on a coordinate plane and identify 

quadrants. 
• Locate and plot positive and negative rational numbers on a number line. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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6.RP.A.1, 6.RP.A.2, 6.RP.A.3 

Cluster: Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 6.RP.A.1, 6.RP.A.2, and 6.RP.A.3. 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Justify why different representations (tables, tape diagrams, double number lines, equations, and 
graphs) represent equivalent relationships, and make generalizations about proportional situations to 
solve unfamiliar problems. 

• Justify mathematically why a multi-step percentage change (e.g., a discount followed by a tax) cannot be 
calculated by simply adding or subtracting the percentages. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Create and interpret tables of equivalent ratios in order to compare. 
• Solve real-world unit rate problems. 
• Solve problems involving finding the whole, given a part and the percent. 
• Reason with ratios to convert and manipulate units of measure. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• unit rate, ratio, equivalent, quantity, percent, double number line, tape diagram, proportional 

relationship 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Understand and explain that a ratio is a comparison of two quantities.  
• Describe a ratio relationship in the forms a:b, a to b, a/b.  
• Translate a ratio relationship into words. 
• Understand the differences between part: part and part: whole relationships. 
• Express the percent of a quantity as a rate per 100. 
• Define a unit rate in relation to the concept of a ratio. 
• Plot values from a table on a coordinate plane. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7th Grade Math 

7.EE.A.1, 7.EE.A.2 

Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 
Note: This proficiency measure covers standards 7.EE.A.1 and 7.EE.A.2. 

4.0 

The student will: 
• Create real-world situations that involve rewriting expressions (e.g., tax, discounts, interest) and justify 

why one form is more useful than another. 
• Compare multiple equivalent expressions and determine which representation best fits a given context. 
• Extend understanding to more complex situations (e.g., multiple percent changes or combinations of 

operations) and represent them using equivalent expressions. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Rewrite expressions in equivalent forms. 
• Use properties of operations (distributive property, combining like terms) to simplify expressions. 
• Interpret what equivalent expressions mean in real-world contexts (e.g., percent increase/ decrease). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• expression, equivalent expressions, coefficient, term, like terms, percent increase 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify like terms in an expression. 
• Combine like terms in simple expressions. 
• Recognize equivalent expressions when given. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.EE.B.3 

Solve multi-step real life and mathematical problems posed with positive and negative rational numbers in any 

form (whole numbers, fractions, and decimals), using tools strategically. Apply properties of operations to calculate 

with numbers in any form; convert between forms as appropriate; and assess the reasonableness of answers using 

mental computation and estimation strategies. For example: If a woman making $25 an hour gets a 10% raise, she 

will make an additional 1 /10 of her salary an hour, or $2.50, for a new salary of $27.50. If you want to place a towel 

bar 9 3 /4 inches long in the center of a door that is 27 1 /2 inches wide, you will need to place the bar about 9 

inches from each edge; this estimate can be used as a check on the exact computation. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze and compare multiple solution strategies (e.g., algebraic, visual models, number lines, tables) 
and justify which method is most efficient or appropriate in a given context. 

• Make connections across representations (equations, graphs, tables, verbal descriptions) and explain 
how each representation reveals different insights about the quantities.  

• Evaluate the reasonableness of solutions at a deeper level, including identifying errors in others’ work 
and providing corrections with clear mathematical justification. 

• Apply learning to unfamiliar or complex real-world situations, including those that require assumptions, 
estimation, or interpretation of incomplete information. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Accurately solve multi-step real-world problems and mathematical problems involving positive and 

negative rational numbers (including fractions, decimals, and integers), and explain the reasoning behind 
the structure of the problem using equations, words, or visual representations, ensuring answers make 
sense in real-world situations. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• rational numbers, integers, fractions, decimals, operations, expressions, equations, solutions, equivalent 

forms 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Perform operations with rational numbers (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division). 
• Solve one-step problems involving rational numbers. 
• Explain mathematical thinking using simple statements, diagrams, tables, models, or visual 

representations. 
• Convert between fractions, decimals, and percents as needed. 
• Use appropriate tools strategically (e.g., calculators, number lines, models, diagrams) to support problem 

solving. 
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• Check the reasonableness of solutions using estimation, inverse operations, or other verification 
strategies. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.EE.B.4 

Use variables to represent quantities in a real world or mathematical problem and construct simple equations and 

inequalities to solve problems by reasoning about the quantities. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Evaluate multiple solution methods (algebraic vs. arithmetic) and explain which is more efficient in a 
given context. 

• Interpret solutions in complex contexts, including limitations (e.g., whole number solutions, 
maximum/minimum constraints), and explain their meaning. 

• Extend to compound or multi-step inequalities and represent solutions graphically and verbally. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Write and solve algebraic equations related to real-world situations. 
• Write and solve inequalities related to real-world situations and graph the solution set on a number line. 
• Interpret solutions of equations and inequalities in the context of the problem (i.e., what the solution 

means in real life). 
• Compare algebraic solutions to arithmetic reasoning and describe the steps used in each approach. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• variable, coefficient, equation, inequality, solution, expression, constant  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Solve one-step algebraic equations. 
• Translate simple verbal phrases into algebraic expressions (e.g., “3 more than a number”). 
• Identify and interpret inequality symbols (>, <, ≥, ≤). 
• Plot numbers and simple solutions on a number line. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.G.B.4 

Know the formulas for the area and circumference of a circle and use them to solve problems; give an informal 

derivation of the relationship between the circumference and area of a circle. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Design and solve real-world problems involving circles (e.g., fencing a circular yard, designing a running 
track, pricing materials) and justify the choice of using area vs. circumference. 

• Analyze and compare different solution methods or formulas (e.g., using diameter vs. radius, or 
estimating with π ≈ 3.14 vs. exact form) and explain their efficiency and accuracy. 

• Extend understanding to composite figures involving circles (e.g., semicircles, sectors, or circles 
combined with rectangles) and solve for missing measures. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use formulas C=2πr or C=πd to find the circumference of a circle. 
• Use the formula A=πr2 to find the area of a circle. 
• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area and circumference (i.e., finding the space 

inside or distance around a circle). 
• Provide an informal explanation of how the area formula relates to circumference (conceptual 

understanding, not formal proof). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• radius, diameter, circumference, area, π (pi), circle 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the radius and diameter of a circle and understand their relationship (d=2r). 
• Substitute given values into formulas. 
• Perform basic operations with numbers and π (e.g., multiplication, squaring). 
• Estimate measurements using simple approximations of π. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.G.B.5 

Use facts about supplementary, complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles in a multistep problem to write and 

solve simple equations for an unknown angle in a figure. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze and compare multiple strategies for solving angle problems (e.g., algebraic equations, visual 
reasoning, angle relationships) and justify the most efficient or appropriate method. 

• Create original multi-step problems involving supplementary, complementary, vertical, and adjacent 
angles, and solve them using equations. 

• Critique and evaluate the reasoning of others, identifying errors in angle relationships or equation setup 
and providing correct justifications. 

• Make connections between angle relationships and algebraic reasoning, explaining how properties of 
angles support equation-solving. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Identify and use angle relationships (supplementary, complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles) to 

analyze figures. 
• Solve multi-step problems involving angle measures. 
• Explain reasoning using equations, diagrams, and/or words. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as  
• angle, vertex, rays, adjacent angles, vertical angles, supplementary angles (sum = 180°), complementary 

angles (sum = 90°), equation, variable, unknown angle measure (degrees) 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Recognize given information and unknowns in a problem. 
• Identify angle types and relationships (supplementary, complementary, vertical, adjacent) in a diagram. 
• Solve one-step equations involving angle measures. 
• Use mathematical tools to aid in solving problems (e.g., diagrams, protractor, or calculator). 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.G.B.6 

Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, volume and surface area of two- and three-

dimensional objects composed of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes, and right prisms. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Design and solve real-world problems involving composite figures and solids (e.g., designing a storage 
container, packaging box, or floor plan) and justify the use of area, surface area, or volume. 

• Analyze and compare different solution strategies (e.g., decomposing shapes in different ways) and 
determine the most efficient method. 

• Extend understanding to more complex composite figures (e.g., combining prisms, pyramids, or irregular 
shapes) and explain reasoning clearly. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Find the area of two-dimensional figures (triangles, quadrilaterals, and polygons), including composite 

figures. 
• Find the volume and surface area of three-dimensional figures (cubes and right prisms). 
• Solve real-world problems involving area, volume, and surface area using appropriate formulas. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• area, volume, surface area, base, height, prism, face, edge, vertex, polygon  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Use formulas for the area of basic shapes (rectangle, triangle). 
• Multiply and add to find the total area of simple figures. 
• Substitute values into formulas for volume and surface area. 
• Identify dimensions (length, width, height) in given figures. 
• Decompose complex shapes into simpler shapes to determine measurements. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.NS.A.1 

Apply and extend previous understandings of addition and subtraction to add and subtract rational numbers; 

represent addition and subtraction on a horizontal or vertical number line diagram. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve real-world problems involving addition and subtraction of rational numbers (e.g., 
financial gains/losses, temperature changes) and justify their solutions. 

• Analyze and compare different strategies (number line, rules, models) for adding and subtracting 
rational numbers and explain which is most efficient in a given situation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Add and subtract rational numbers accurately. 
• Represent addition and subtraction of rational numbers on a horizontal or vertical number line. 
• Explain the relationship between addition and subtraction of rational numbers (e.g., subtracting as 

adding the additive inverse). 
• Solve problems involving rational numbers in mathematical and real-world contexts. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• rational numbers, integers, positive, negative, absolute value, number line, additive inverse 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Locate and compare rational numbers on a number line. 
• Add and subtract integers with the same signs. 
• Identify additive inverses and understand absolute value. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.NS.A.2 

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division and of fractions to multiply and divide 

rational numbers. 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve real-world problems involving multiplication and division of rational numbers (e.g., 
budgeting, temperature changes, profit/loss, sports statistics) and justify solutions. 

• Compare and explain multiple strategies for multiplying and dividing rational numbers, including the use 
of models, rules, and number lines. 

• Analyze errors in solving rational number problems and explain why the errors occurred and how to 
correct them. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Multiply and divide rational numbers accurately, applying the rules for signs. 
• Solve mathematical and real-world problems involving multiplication and division of rational numbers. 
• Explain why the rules for multiplying and dividing rational numbers make sense using examples or 

models. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• rational numbers, integers, positive, negative, reciprocal, quotient, product  

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify positive and negative rational numbers. 
• Multiply and divide positive fractions and integers. 
• Determine the sign of a product or quotient using sign rules (e.g., if p and q are integers, then –(p/q) = (–

p)/q = p/(– q)). 
• Explain that that integers can be divided, provided that the divisor is not zero, and every quotient of 

integers (with non-zero divisor) is a rational number. 
• Use basic fraction operations and simplify answers. 
• Convert a rational number to a decimal using long division. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.NS.A.3 

Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational numbers. (Computations 

with rational numbers extend the rules for manipulating fractions to complex fractions). 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve multi-step real-world problems involving all four operations with 
rational numbers (e.g., budgeting, discounts, sports statistics, temperature changes, 
banking transactions) and justify solutions. 

• Analyze and compare different strategies for solving problems with rational numbers 
and explain which method is most efficient. 

• Identify and correct errors in solving rational number problems, including problems 
involving complex fractions. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division of rational numbers. 
• Perform operations with rational numbers accurately, including integers, fractions, 

decimals, and complex fractions. 
• Explain and justify solutions using mathematical reasoning. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• rational numbers, integers, fractions, decimals, complex fractions, order of operations, 

reciprocal 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers and simple fractions. 
• Convert between fractions and decimals. 
• Apply basic sign rules for operations with rational numbers. 
• Simplify numerical expressions using order of operations. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.RP.A.1 

Compute unit rates associated with ratios of fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas and other quantities 

measured in like or different units. For example, if a person walks ½ mile in each ¼ hour, compute the unit rate as 

the complex fraction ½ / ¼ miles per hour, equivalently 2 miles per hour. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve real-world problems about unit rates that involve complex fractions, justifying the 
solutions in context. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Compute unit rates in mathematical and real-world problems involving complex fractions, including 

fractions involving length, area, and other quantities (with the same or different units). 
• Use appropriate units and interpret the meaning of the rate in context. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• ratio, rate, unit rate, fraction, complex fraction, equivalent ratios, quantity, per 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Explain the concept of a unit rate (per 1). 
• Compute unit rates with whole numbers or simple fractions. 
• Set up ratios correctly in the context of a real-world problem. 
• Identify common errors that can be made when computing unit rates with complex fractions. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.RP.A.2 

Recognize and represent proportional relationships between quantities. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze and compare multiple representations (tables, graphs, equations, verbal descriptions) of 
proportional relationships and explain when using one type of representation may be more useful or 
efficient than another. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Determine whether a relationship is proportional from a table, graph, equation, or description. 
• Represent proportional relationships using tables, graphs, and equations. 
• Explain what a point (x, y) on a graph means in the context of a given proportional relationship. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• ratio, proportional relationship, equivalent ratios, constant of proportionality, unit rate, linear 

relationship 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Give examples of proportional relationships and of non-proportional relationships. 
• Find the constant of proportionality (unit rate) in tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and verbal 

descriptions of proportional relationships. 
• Complete partially filled tables for proportional relationships. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.RP.A.3 

Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: simple interest, tax, 

markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, and percent increase and decrease, percent error. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Compare different solution strategies to multi-step ratio and percent problems and justify which is most 
efficient. 

• Create and solve multi-step real-world problems involving proportional reasoning and percents and 
justify solutions. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Solve multi-step ratio and percent problems involving real-world scenarios (such as percent 
increase/decrease, discounts, tax, tips, simple interest, and percent error). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• percent, ratio, proportion, unit rate, discount, tax, tip, simple interest, percent increase, percent decrease, 

percent error, principal, rate 
The student will perform basic processes, such as 

• Solve single-step percent problems (e.g., find 20% of a number). 
• Explain percent as a ratio out of 100. 
• Set up proportions to model a given scenario. 
• Convert between fractions, decimals, and percents. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.SP.C.5 

Understand that the probability of a chance event is a number between 0 and 1 that expresses the likelihood of the 

event occurring. Larger numbers indicate greater likelihood. A probability near 0 indicates an unlikely event, a 

probability around 1/2 indicates an event that is neither unlikely or likely, and a probability near 1 indicates a likely 

event. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze and compare probabilities or likelihood of multiple events and justify which events are more or 
less likely to occur using mathematical reasoning. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Interpret probability statements and explain what they mean in real-world contexts. 
• Identify the likelihood of chance events with probabilities given in various forms (fraction, decimal or 

percent) as impossible, unlikely, equally likely, likely, or certain and explain reasoning. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• chance, likely, unlikely, certain, impossible, probability 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Explain that probability is a number between 0 and 1 that describes the likelihood of an event occurring. 
• Use visual models such as spinners, coins, dice, or pictures to describe simple probability situations. 
• Represent simple probabilities using fractions, decimals, or percents. 
• Match probability situations to visual models, number lines, or real-world examples. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.SP.C.6 

Approximate the probability of a chance event by collecting data on the chance process that produces it and 

observing its long-run relative frequency, and predict the approximate relative frequency given the probability. For 

example, when rolling a number cube 600 times, predict that a 3 or 6 would be rolled roughly 200 times, but 

probably not exactly 200 times. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze patterns in collected data and explain how increasing the number of trials affects the accuracy of 
probability estimates.  

• Evaluate the fairness of games or probability situations using experimental and theoretical data. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Estimate the probability of a chance event by gathering data from experiments or simulations and 

determining the event’s relative frequency. 
• Calculate the approximate relative frequency of an event given its probability. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• probability, experiment, trial, outcome, relative frequency, sample space 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify simple chance events from experiments or simulations. 
• Identify the number of favorable outcomes and total outcomes in simple situations.  
• Use tables, tally charts, or pictures to organize probability data.  
• Recognize that repeated trials can produce different results. 
• Determine the sample space for a probability model. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.SP.C.7 

Develop a probability model and use it to find probabilities of events. Compare probabilities from a model to 

observed frequencies; if the agreement is not good, explain possible sources of the discrepancy. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Improve probability models by resolving sources of discrepancies between the model and the observed 
frequency. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Develop uniform probability models, and use them to calculate the probabilities of events. 
• Develop probability models by observing frequencies in data generated from a chance process, and use 

them to calculate the probabilities of events. 
• Compare probabilities from a model to observed frequencies and explain any discrepancies between the 

model and the observed frequency using appropriate vocabulary. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• event, outcome, probability, model, frequency, experiment, uniform, non-uniform, theoretical probability 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify possible outcomes of simple chance events. 
• Use visual models to explain simple probability situations and results.  
• Match probability vocabulary to examples and real-world situations. 
• Conduct simple probability experiments using tools such as coins, dice, spinners, or random generators. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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7.SP.C.8 

Find probabilities of compound events using organized lists, tables, tree diagrams, and simulation. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Identify errors or limitations in simulations of compound events and propose improvements. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use organized lists, tables, or tree diagrams to represent sample spaces and find probabilities of 

compound events. 
• Design and use a simulation to generate frequencies of compound events. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• compound event, sample space, outcome, favorable outcome, simulation, frequency, tree diagram 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Distinguish between simple and compound events. 
• Identify possible compound events in real-world probability situations (e.g., rolling doubles). 
• Identify favorable outcomes and total possible outcomes for compound events. 
• Record and organize simulation results using charts or tables. 
• Use mathematical vocabulary to describe outcomes, events, and sample spaces. 
• Represent the probability of a compound event as a fraction, decimal, or percent. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8th Grade Math 

8.EE.A.1 

Know and apply the properties of integer exponents to generate equivalent numerical expressions. For example, 32 

× 3-5 = 3-3 = ⅓3 = 1/27. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Select the most suitable way to express the value of expressions containing bases raised to integer 
exponents. 

• Explain how to evaluate a base raised to an integer exponent. 
• Explain how to evaluate exponential expressions involving the same base raised to integer exponents. 
• Identify and correct errors in the use of exponents rules.  
• Justify why certain exponent rules work using properties of multiplication and division. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Write and evaluate numerical expressions involving whole number exponents using the correct 

terminology. 
• Convert between exponential and fractional forms. 
• Verify that two expressions are equivalent using exponents correctly. 
• Use properties of integer exponents (product, quotient, power of a power, zero, and negative 

exponents) to rewrite and simplify expressions. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• exponent, base, power, equivalent expression, product rule, power rule, zero exponent, negative 

exponent, reciprocal 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify and name the base and exponent in an expression. 
• Evaluate numerical expressions using their knowledge of order of operations from previous years. 
• Apply one exponent property at a time to generate equivalent expressions. 
• Evaluate simple exponential expressions with positive exponents. 
• Use the product rule and quotient rule with like bases and use the power rule with simple numbers and 

recognize that any non-zero number to the zero power equals 1. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.EE.A.2 

Use square root and cube root symbols to represent solutions to equations of the form x 2 = p and x 3 = p, where p 

is a positive rational number. Evaluate square roots of small perfect squares and cube roots of small perfect cubes. 

Know that √2 is irrational. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Simplify and evaluate expressions containing multiple operations such as √x2+y2 for given values, or 3√p + 
∛q. 

• Prove why √x is only  a rational number if x is perfect square, using mathematical reasoning or counter-
examples. 

• Rearrange and solve complex formulas from Geometry that involve squares or cubes (e.g., solving for r in 
A=ℼr2 or finding the s in V=s3). 

• Determine the surface area  of a cube when given only its volume, requiring the extraction of a cube root 
followed by squaring and scaling. 

• Detect and correct subtle errors in logic, such as students claiming that √x2 is equivalent to x for the 
negative values of x. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Represent solutions to equations of the form x2 = p and x3 = p using square root and cube root symbols 

respectively. 
• Calculate the value of square roots for small perfect squares (up to 225) without a calculator. 
• Calculate the value of cube roots for small perfect cubes (up to 125) without a calculator. 
• Distinguish between rational and irrational roots, specifically identifying √2 and non-perfect squares as 

irrational. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• radical, radicand, index (of a root), square root, cube root, perfect square, perfect cube, rational number, 

irrational number, inverse 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• List at least the first 10 perfect squares and the first 5 perfect cubes from memory. 
• Convert a sentence like “the cube root of 27” into the mathematical expression ∛27 
• State that squaring a number and taking the square root are inverse operations that “undo” each other. 
• Identify which two consecutive integers a non-perfect square root (like √10) lies between. 
• Recall that a rational number can be written as a ratio of two integers, whereas √2 cannot. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 
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0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.EE.B.5 

Graph proportional relationships, interpreting the unit rate as the slope of the graph. Compare two different 

proportional relationships represented in different ways. For example, compare a distance-time graph to a 

distance-time equation to determine which of two moving objects has greater speed. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Convert units within a proportional relationship (e.g., miles per hour to feet per second) and explain how 
the slope changes visually on a graph. 

• Connect proportional relationships to non-proportional ones (y=mx+b) to explain why the “unit rate” 
only equals “slope” when the y-intercept is zero. 

• Compare three or more objects moving at different rates, ranking them by speed and calculating the 
exact time difference to reach a specific goal. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Accurately graph a proportional relationship from a table or equation, ensuring the line passes through 

the origin (0,0). 
• Explicitly define the slope of a line as the unit rate within the context of a word problem (e.g., “The slope 

is 5, which means 5 dollars per hour”). 
• Compare two different proportional relationships represented in different ways (table, graph, or 

equation) to determine which has a greater rate of change. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• proportional relationship, unit rate, slope (m), origin, constant of proportionality, x-axis, y-axis, 

independent variable, dependent variable, rate of change 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Plot points (x,y) on a coordinate plane from a given data table. 
• Calculate the ratio of y/x for several points to determine if a relationship is proportional. 
• Identify whether a graph represents a proportional relationship based on the two criteria: it is a straight 

line and passes through the origin (0,0). 
• Identify the unit rate from a graph by finding the value of y when x=1. 
• Use the “rise over run” method to find the slope of a graphed line. 
• Match a simple equation like y=3x to its corresponding table of values. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.EE.B.6 

Use similar triangles to explain why the slope m is the same between any two distinct points on a non-vertical line in 

the coordinate plane; derive the equation y = mx for a line through the origin and the equation y = mx + b for a line 

intercepting the vertical axis at b. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Prove why the slope is constant across non-vertical lines using similar triangle properties and geometric 
reasoning. 

• Apply slope concepts to solve multi-step real-world problems involving rates of change and linear 
relationships. 

• Compare and contrast different linear equations and explain how changes to m and b affect the graph 
and context. 

• Justify why vertical lines have undefined slope using the properties of similar triangles. 
• Create and analyze linear models to represent real-world situations and make predictions based on slope 

and y-intercept. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Construct and use similar triangles on a coordinate plane to justify and explain why the slope between 

any two points on a non-vertical line is constant. 
• Derive the equation y = mx for lines passing through the origin, identifying m as the slope. 
• Derive the equation y = mx + b for lines with y-intercept b. 
• Graph linear equations in the form y = mx and  y = mx + b on a coordinate plane. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• slope, y-intercept, similar triangles, coordinate plane, linear equation, non-vertical line, rise over run 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the slope (m) and y-intercept (b) in equations of the form y = mx + b. 
• Locate and label points on a coordinate plane given their coordinates. 
• Determine slope values given two points on a line using the slope formula m=(y2-y1)/(x2-x1). 
• Distinguish between proportional and non-proportional linear relationships. 
• Match linear equations to their corresponding graphs on a coordinate plane. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.EE.C.7 

Solve linear equations in one variable. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Solve complex multi-step linear equations with rational coefficients and multiple variables on both sides 
of the equation. 

• Create linear equations from real-world contexts involving rates and relationships and solve them to 
answer questions. 

• Justify why certain equations have one solution, no solution, or infinitely many solutions using algebraic 
reasoning. 

• Analyze and correct errors in the solution process of linear equations. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve one-step, two-step, and multi-step linear equations (including equations for which you must 

combine like terms and expand using the distributive property). 
• Determine whether an equation will have one solution (x=a), no solution (a=b) or infinite solutions (a=a) 

by simplifying the equation (where a and b are numbers).  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• variable, coefficient, constant, like terms, inverse operations, equation, solution 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify variables, coefficients, and constants in algebraic expressions. 
• Recognize like terms and unlike terms in an expression. 
• Combine like terms. 
• Expand an equation using the distributive property. 
• Apply inverse operations to solve one-step equations. 
• Evaluate expressions by substituting values for variables. 
• Determine if a given value is a solution to an equation by substituting and checking. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.EE.C.8 

Analyze and solve pairs of simultaneous linear equations. 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve complex real-world systems of linear equations with rational coefficients and make 
predictions or recommendations based on solutions. 

• Justify and explain why a system has one solution, no solution, or infinitely many solutions using 
algebraic and graphical reasoning. 

• Compare and constant the efficiency of different solution methods (graphing, substitution, elimination) 
and select the most appropriate method for different situations. 

• Identify, analyze, and correct errors in algebraic and graphical solutions of systems of equations. 
• Apply systems of linear equations to solve multi-step real-world problems involving multiple constraints 

or relationships. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Solve for the value of both variables from two linear equations using algebraic methods (substitution or 

elimination). 
• Graph two equations and estimate or determine solutions by identifying the point of intersection. 
• Analyze and solve systems of two linear equations with two variables in real-world problems and 

interpret solutions in context. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• system of equations, solution to a system, point of intersection, substitution method, elimination method, 

graphing, one solution, no solution, infinitely many solutions, simultaneous 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Graph linear equations on a coordinate plane in the form y = mx + b. 
• Identify the point of intersection of two graphed lines. 
• Determine if an ordered pair is a solution to a system by substituting into both equations. 
• Solve simple cases of systems by inspection (recognizing when equations have the same or proportional 

coefficients). 
• Recognize whether a system will have one solution, no solution, or infinitely many solutions by 

examining the equations. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 
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0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.F.A.1 

Understand that a function is a rule that assigns to each input exactly one output. The graph of a function is the set 

of ordered pairs consisting of an input and the corresponding output. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create an example of a situation in the real world that models a function and show why there is only one 
output for each input. 

• Explain the use of the function rule for making predictions in mathematical and real-world scenarios. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Identify functions based on tables, graphs, mapping, equations, and sets of ordered pairs, and explain 
why the given representation is or is not a function. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• function, input, output, ordered pair, graph, relation, x-value, y-value, domain, range 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• Identify the input and output from an ordered pair, table, or graph. 
• Match the inputs for a given function with their corresponding outputs. 
• Recognize that the function rule gives only one output for each input. 
• Explain that the graph of a function is the set of ordered pairs in which each pair contains an input value 

and its corresponding output value. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 



 

145 

 

8.F.A.2 

Compare properties of two functions each represented in a different way (algebraically, graphically, numerically in 

tables, or by verbal descriptions). For example, given a linear function represented by a table of values and a linear 

function represented by an algebraic expression, determine which function has the greater rate of change. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• For a given function representing a real-world situation, explain which type of representation of the 
function would be the most useful for solving a given problem related to that situation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Compare properties (such as the rate of change and initial value) of two functions that are expressed 

using different representations like algebraic expressions, graphs, tables of data, and written 
explanations. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• function, rate of change, slope, initial value, y-intercept, table, graph, equation, verbal description, linear 

function, input, output 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Find the rate of change for a single function from tables, graphs, equations, or verbal descriptions. 
• Find the initial value or y-intercept of a single function from tables, graphs, equations, or verbal 

descriptions. 
• Match a function represented in one form (such as a graph, table, equation, or verbal description) to the 

same function represented in another form. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.F.3.A 

Interpret the equation y = mx + b as defining a linear function, whose graph is a straight line; give examples of 

functions that are not linear. For example, the function A = s2 (s squared) giving the area of a square as a function of 

its side length is not linear because its graph contains the points (1,1), (2,4) and (3,9), which are not on a straight line. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze a real-life relationship to determine whether it is linear or nonlinear by looking into how the 
change occurs and what the graph looks like. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 
The student will: 

• Provide examples of non-linear functions, and explain why their graphs are not straight lines. 
• Distinguish between linear and nonlinear functions and justify the classification as linear or nonlinear. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• linear function, nonlinear function, slope, rate of change, y-intercept, initial value, straight line, ordered 

pair, input, output 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Explain the equation y = mx + b as a way of defining a linear function. 
• Recognize m as the slope or rate of change in y = mx + b. 
• Recognize b as the y-intercept or initial value in y = mx + b. 
• Determine whether a graph is a straight line or not a straight line. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.F.B.4 

Construct a function to model a linear relationship between two quantities. Determine the rate of change and initial 

value of the function from a description of a relationship or from two (x, y) values, including reading these from a 

table or from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and initial value of a linear function in terms of the situation it 

models, and in terms of its graph or a table of values. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Use a linear function (represented by a graph, table, or equation) modeling a real-world situation to 
make predictions, and explain the reasonableness of the predictions based on the context of the 
situation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Construct a function to model a linear relationship between two quantities (write an equation in the 

form y=mx+b) by determining the rate of change and initial value from a description, two ordered pairs, 
a table, or a graph. 

• Interpret the rate of change and initial value of a linear function in terms of a real-world situation. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• linear relationship, linear function, rate of change, slope, initial value, y-intercept, ordered pair, input, 

output, table, graph, equation 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify two ordered pairs from a table or graph. 
• Find the change in y-values and the change in x-values (rise and run). 
• Calculate the slope when given two points by applying the slope formula m=y2-y1/x2-x1. 
• Identify the starting value or y-intercept from a graph, table, equation, or verbal description. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.F.B.5 

Describe qualitatively the functional relationship between two quantities by analyzing a graph (e.g., where the 

function is increasing or decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph that exhibits the qualitative features of a 

function that has been described verbally. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Draw a graph to represent a functional relationship from everyday life, and describe how the important 
characteristics of the graph relate to the given context. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Analyze a graph to explain how two quantities functionally relate to each other by identifying the 

intervals where a function is increasing, decreasing, or constant and identifying the function as linear or 
nonlinear. 

• Sketch a graph of a function given only a verbal description of its qualitative features. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• function, graph, increasing, decreasing, constant, linear, nonlinear, relationship, quantity, input, output, 

interval 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify whether a graph goes up, goes down, or stays the same. 
• Recognize whether a graph is a straight line or not a straight line. 
• Match a simple verbal description to a graph or sketch. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.G.A.1 

Verify experimentally the properties of rotations, reflections, and translations. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Create and solve real-world problems involving transformations and congruent figures, justifying the 
results of the transformations in context. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Describe how rotations, reflections and translations affect two-dimensional figures on the coordinate 

plane. 
• Verify experimentally the properties of rotations, reflections, and translation using graph paper, 

transparencies, manipulatives, or geometry software (such as GeoGebra). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• translation, reflection, rotation, transformation, corresponding points, coordinate plane, origin, 

congruent figures, rigid motion, isometry 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify coordinates of corresponding points in congruent figures. 
• Explain how each rigid transformation moves points in a figure. 
• Translate a figure on the coordinate plane and describe changes in x- and y-values. 
• Reflect a figure across an axis and describe how coordinates change. 
• Match original figures with their transformed images on a coordinate grid. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.G.A.2 

Understand that a two-dimensional figure is congruent to another if the second can be obtained from the first by a 

sequence of rotations, reflections, and translations; given two congruent figures, describe a sequence that exhibits 

the congruence between them. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze figures and determine more than one possible sequence of transformations that shows 
congruence. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Demonstrate congruence between two figures by describing a sequence of transformations that maps 

one figure onto the other. 
• Apply a sequence of rigid transformations to create a congruent figure from a given figure. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• congruent, transformation, translation, reflection, rotation, corresponding points, corresponding sides, 

and corresponding angles, sequence of transformations. 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Explain that two-dimensional figures are congruent when one figure can be moved onto the other using 
translations, reflections, and rotations. 

• Identify congruent figures. 
• Identify matching points, sides, and angles between two figures. 
• Describe how a figure changes after a single translation, reflection, or rotation. 
• Use models, grids, or software to move a figure. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.G.A.3 

Describe the effect of dilations, translations, rotations, and reflections on two-dimensional figures using 

coordinates. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze patterns in coordinate changes after dilations, translations, reflections, and rotations. 
• Create and explain rules that show how coordinates change during transformations. 
• Compare different transformations and explain differences in how each changes the size, position, or 

orientation of a figure. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Describe how dilations, translations, reflections, and rotations change the coordinates of two-

dimensional figures on a coordinate plane. 
• Demonstrate transformations using coordinate grids, models, transparencies, or geometry software 

(such as GeoGebra). 
• Describe changes in size, position, and orientation after a transformation. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• dilation, center of dilation, translation, reflection, rotation, transformation, coordinate plane, origin, 

corresponding points, scale factor, similarity 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify points in a coordinate plane. 
• Identify the correct image of a figure after a given transformation on a coordinate plane. 
• Demonstrate a dilation and describe how the size of a figure changes. 
• Demonstrate a translation, reflection, or rotation and describe how the coordinates change. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.G.B.6 

Explain a proof of the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze complex geometric situations and explain whether the Pythagorean Theorem or its converse can 
be used. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Use the converse of the Pythagorean Theorem to classify a triangle as a right triangle or not a right 

triangle. 
• Model a proof of the Pythagorean Theorem using drawings, models, squares, or geometry software 

(such as GeoGebra) and explain the proof. 
• Solve problems and justify solutions involving the Pythagorean Theorem. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• right triangle, hypotenuse, legs, Pythagorean Theorem, converse, square root, proof, acute triangle, 

obtuse triangle. 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify the hypotenuse and legs of a right triangle. 
• Identify right triangles from diagrams or measurements. 
• State the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse. 
• Substitute values into the Pythagorean Theorem. 
• Calculate squares and square roots. 
• Define ‘proof’ as a logical argument that shows a statement is always true. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.G.B.7 

Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to determine unknown side lengths in right triangles in real-world and 

mathematical problems in two and three dimensions. 

 

  

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Analyze complex real-world situations to determine when the Pythagorean Theorem must be applied in 
combination with other concepts such as volume, surface area, coordinate geometry and similarity. 

• Justify each step in a multi-step Pythagorean problem (e.g., applying the theorem twice within one 
problem), and explain why the solution is valid. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to determine unknown side lengths in right triangles in real world-

problems (2D). 
• Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to find the diagonal of a rectangular prism when all three dimensions 

are given (basic 3D). 
• Apply the theorem to composite 2D shapes (e.g., find the perimeter or area after finding the unknown 

side). 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• right triangle, leg, hypotenuse, Pythagorean Theorem, altitude, diagonal, right angle, square root 

The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
• State the Pythagorean Theorem formula. 
• Identify the right angle and hypotenuse in a 2D diagram, a word problem, or a simple 3D representation. 
• Use the converse of the Pythagorean Theorem to determine whether a triangle is a right triangle or not a 

right triangle. 
• Compute squares and square roots correctly.  

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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8.G.B.8 

Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to find the distance between two points in a coordinate system. 

 

Proficiency Measure 

4.0 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go 
beyond what was taught. 
For example, the student will: 

• Justify multiple strategies for finding distance between two points (e.g., Pythagorean Theorem vs. 
distance formula) and explain why each method works.  

• Apply the distance formula to solve multi-step problems involving polygons, missing coordinates, or 
three-step problem solving. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success 

3.0 

The student will: 
• Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to find the distance between two points on a coordinate plane. 
• Explain how the legs of the  triangle can be found using changes in x-coordinates (horizontal distance) 

and change in y-coordinates (vertical distance), using absolute value as needed.  
• Demonstrate and justify each step used to calculate the distance between two points, using 

mathematical reasoning and correct mathematical vocabulary. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content 

2.0 

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary, such as: 
• coordinate plane, ordered pair, x-coordinate, y-coordinate, distance, right triangle, leg, hypotenuse, 

Pythagorean Theorem, distance formula. 
The student will perform basic processes, such as: 

• Identify points and coordinates on the coordinate plane. 
• Find the horizontal and vertical distance between two points by subtracting coordinates (using absolute 

value). 
• Construct a right triangle on a coordinate plane using two given points. 
• State the Pythagorean Theorem formula. 
• Substitute values into the Pythagorean Theorem formula. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content 

1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content and some 3.0 content 

0.5 With help, a partial understanding of some 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

0.0 Even with help, no success 


